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Total Strengthens Its Exploration Position In Mauritania 
 

Paris, December 12, 2018 - Total and the Ministry of Petroleum, Energy and Mines of 
Mauritania have signed an agreement awarding Total two new exploration and production 
contracts for Blocks C15 and C31 deep offshore Mauritania, covering an area of 14,175 square 
kilometers. According to the terms of the contracts, Total will be the operator of these two 
blocks with a 90% interest alongside the Société Mauritanienne des Hydrocarbures et de 
Patrimoine Minier (SMHPM) holding the remaining 10%. 

Combined with its participation interest and operatorship in Blocks C7, C9 and C18, the award 
of these new blocks strengthens Total’s position in the emerging hydrocarbons basin offshore 
Mauritania : “This agreement contributes to the implementation of Total’s strategy that aims to 
explore basins in proven yet underexplored petroleum systems,” said Arnaud Breuillac, 
President Exploration & Production at Total. “The addition of these new blocks to our existing 
positions demonstrates our commitment to the development of the Mauritanian oil sector and 
will enhance Total’s presence in West Africa, one of the Group’s core exploration areas.”  

From Mauritania to Senegal, Ivory Coast and Nigeria, this core area comprises half of Total’s 
acreage in Africa, as the Mauritanian basin remains one of the most promising. According to 
its exploration program, Total has planned to drill a well on Block C9 in 2019. 

 

Total in Mauritania 

Total has been present in Mauritania for nearly 20 years. The Group is the only oil and gas 
major active in the marketing of petroleum products in the country, with a retail network of 38 
service stations.  

Total has increased its exploration in the country through the acquisition of two new deep 
offshore licenses, the Block C7 (with a 90% participating interest) in May 2017 and the Block 
C18 (with a 45% participating interest) in August 2017. The Group also operates the deep 
offshore C9 license (with a 90% participating interest).  

 

About Total 

Total is a major energy player, which produces and markets fuels, natural gas and low-carbon 
electricity. Our 100,000 employees are committed to better energy that is safer, more 
affordable, cleaner and accessible to as many people as possible. Active in more than 130 
countries, our ambition is to become the responsible energy major. 

 

* * * * * 



 

Total contacts  

Media Relations: +33 1 47 44 46 99 l presse@total.com l @TotalPress 

Investor Relations: +44 (0)207 719 7962 l ir@total.com 

 

Cautionary note  

This press release, from which no legal consequences may be drawn, is for information 
purposes only. The entities in which TOTAL S.A. directly or indirectly owns investments are 
separate legal entities. TOTAL S.A. has no liability for their acts or omissions. In this 
document, the terms “Total” and “Total Group” are sometimes used for convenience where 
general references are made to TOTAL S.A. and/or its subsidiaries. Likewise, the words “we”, 
“us” and “our” may also be used to refer to subsidiaries in general or to those who work for 
them. 

This document may contain forward-looking information and statements that are based on a 
number of economic data and assumptions made in a given economic, competitive and 
regulatory environment. They may prove to be inaccurate in the future and are subject to a 
number of risk factors. Neither TOTAL S.A. nor any of its subsidiaries assumes any obligation 
to update publicly any forward-looking information or statement, objectives or trends 
contained in this document whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
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