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Tetra Pak and Veolia partner to get all beverage carton components recycled 

Lausanne, Switzerland (19 November 2018) Tetra Pak has joined forces with global 
resource management company Veolia in a game-changing partnership that will enable all 
components of used beverage cartons collected within the European Union to be recycled 
by 2025.

The average beverage carton comprises around 75% paperboard, 20% plastic and 5% 
aluminium foil. But while the fibres recovered during recycling have a healthy market when 
converted into high-quality paper pulp for use in both industrial and consumer products, the 
same is not true for the recovered polymer and aluminium (PolyAl) mix. 

Within the scope of the new partnership, the extracted PolyAl will be processed at dedicated 
facilities and converted into raw materials for applications within the plastic industry. In this 
way, the overall value of used beverage cartons is expected to double, making the value 
chain for collection and recycling more efficient and viable. 

The Tetra Pak and Veolia partnership will start in the EU and expand to more markets 
around the world.

Lisa Ryden, Recycling Director, Tetra Pak said, “All materials from beverage cartons can be 
fully recycled into something new and useful. Our approach to recycling involves working 
with many partners along the value chain, because a chain is only as strong as its weakest 
link. The challenge in the EU is to achieve the economies of scale and turn PolyAl into high 
value secondary materials.” 

“With this partnership, we are combining our respective areas of expertise to find sustainable 
solutions for PolyAl recycling”

Laurent Auguste, Senior EVP Development, Innovation & Markets, Veolia said “This 
partnership joins together our resource management expertise and Tetra Pak’s packaging 
material expertise. We will develop an environmentally and economically sustainable 
solution to recycling PolyAl, first in the EU, and then Asia, to improve collection, technology 
and processes. We are proud to embark on this journey with Tetra Pak to sustain and grow 
beverage carton recycling. At Veolia we work every day to make waste a valuable resource, 
and are constantly developing innovative solutions, and investing in technologies, as part of 
our wider commitment to living circular.”
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ABOUT TETRA PAK

Tetra Pak is the world's leading food processing and packaging solutions company. Working 
closely with our customers and suppliers, we provide safe, innovative and environmentally 
sound products that each day meet the needs of hundreds of millions of people in more than 
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160 countries. With over 24,000 employees around the world, we believe in responsible 
industry leadership and a sustainable approach to business.  Our motto, “PROTECTS 
WHAT’S GOOD™," reflects our vision to make food safe and available, everywhere.

More information about Tetra Pak is available at www.tetrapak.com
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ABOUT VEOLIA

Veolia group is the global leader in optimised resource management. With nearly 169,000 
employees worldwide, the Group designs and provides water, waste and energy management 
solutions which contribute to the sustainable development of communities and industries. Through 
its three complementary business activities, Veolia helps to develop access to resources, preserve 
available resources, and to replenish them. In 2017, the Veolia group supplied 96 million people 
with drinking water and 62 million people with wastewater service, produced nearly 55 million 
megawatt hours of energy and converted 47 million metric tons of waste into new materials and 
energy. Veolia Environment (listed on Paris Euronext: VIE) recorded consolidated revenue of 
€25.12 billion in 2017 (USD 30.1 billion). www.veolia.com
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