
 

 
 
Press release 

 
SES BROADCASTS TWO LIVE ULTRA HD CHANNELS  

IN NEW HEVC STANDARD AT IBC 2013 

 
LUXEMBOURG, September 12, 2013 – SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg 
Stock Exchange: SESG) announced today that, together with industry partners, it will be 
showcasing two Ultra HD demo channels in the new high efficiency video coding (HEVC) 
standard at the SES stand at IBC 2013. The Ultra HD demo channels will be broadcast via 
SES' prime European orbital position of 19.2 degrees East. 
 
For one of the Ultra HD channels, SES partners with Sky Deutschland and Harmonic to 
deliver an exciting array of Ultra HD content consisting of sports matches, blockbuster 
movies and documentaries to the first actual Ultra HD consumer set top boxes – from 
Humax and Technicolor – connected to a Sony 84-inch 4K TV screen. 
 
The other Ultra HD channel is set up by SES and Fraunhofer Heinrich Hertz Institute to 
broadcast Ultra HD content in the new HEVC standard, but at higher frame rates. 
 
SES and Sony were the first to broadcast live Ultra HD content in the H.264 
standard at a data rate of 50 Mbit/s at IBC 2012. In April 2013, SES went on to 
pioneer the first Ultra HD transmission in the new HEVC standard live from an 
ASTRA satellite at 19.2 degrees East at SES Industry Days 2013 that was attended 
by over 200 industry experts. At IFA 2013 in early September, SES, also teamed up 
with five other industry partners -- German TV Platform, Fraunhofer HHI, Harmonic, 
Sky Deutschland and Sony -- to demonstrate the current and future potential of 
Ultra HD.  
 
“By showing these two demo channels at IBC 2013, SES has once again demonstrated 
how it collaborates with the industry to make Ultra HD a commercial reality. We also have 
immediate plans to use these Ultra HD transmissions to provide our industry partners with 
live satellite signals to demonstrate devices with the 50/60 Hz frame rates that the new 
HDMI 2.0 interface will be capable of,” said Thomas Wrede, Vice President of Reception 
Systems at SES. “As technologies for Ultra HD mature, SES will continue to work with 
partners to make Ultra HD the ultimate television experience for consumers, not just with 
more pixels but with better pixels that also deliver brighter, smoother and more colourful 
pictures.” 
 
Visitors of IBC 2013 will be able to view these two Ultra HD channels at the SES stand at 
Hall 1, stand B51. 
 

For further information please contact: 
 
Markus Payer 
SES Communications 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com 
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Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: http://en.ses.com/4243715/blog  
 
Find pictures and videos under: http://www.ses.com/4245221/library 

 

About SES  

SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 53 geostationary satellites. The 
company provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet 
service providers, mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental 
organisations worldwide.  

SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in 
the broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around 
the globe and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and 
service requirements.  

SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations 
in Ciel in Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite 
infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 


