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SES TO OPERATE ADDITIONAL SATELLITE SPECTRUM AT THE 28.2/28.5 
DEGREES EAST ORBITAL ARC 

 
Luxembourg, 16 September 2013 – As previously announced last year, SES (NYSE 
Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) has been granted rights to use 
German Ku-band orbital frequencies at the 28.5 degrees East orbital position effective from 
October 4, 2013 onwards pursuant to a 2005 agreement with German media service 
provider, Media Broadcast (“MB”) (as successor to T-Systems Business Services). MB 
holds a licence for these frequencies issued by the Bundesnetzagentur, the German 
regulator, on the basis of German filings that have priority under the rules of the 
International Telecommunication Union. This press release provides an update of 
developments concerning the dispute with Eutelsat.  
 
The agreement will give SES the right to use, on its fleet, 500 MHz of bandwidth at this 
orbital position adjacent to SES’s 28.2 degrees East in the frequency bands 11.45 – 11.70 
GHz and 12.50 – 12.75 GHz in downlink and 14.00-14.50 GHz in uplink. SES has procured 
and will launch and operate new satellites (ASTRA 2E and ASTRA 2G, where launch is 
currently scheduled for this and next year, respectively) at the 28.2/28.5 degrees East 
orbital arc, along with the ASTRA 2F satellite which was launched last year, to replace 
SES’s existing fleet at 28.2 degrees East and to provide new capacity. The new satellites in 
this neighbourhood will use the additional frequency spectrum as of October 2013 for DTH 
satellite television services in the U.K. and Ireland and for other services inside and outside 
of Europe.  
 
Eutelsat is currently operating these frequencies on the Eurobird-1 satellite (also known as 
Eutelsat 28A) under a 1999 agreement with Deutsche Telekom AG (“DTAG”), the former 
licence holder of these rights, before it transferred in 2002 its satellite activity to MB (via a 
subsidiary of DTAG called T-Systems Business Services).  
 
In October 2012, Eutelsat had commenced arbitral proceedings against SES in relation to 
the 28.5 degrees East orbital position under the rules of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) in Paris. In these arbitral proceedings against SES, Eutelsat has made a 
number of claims, including seeking a declaration that SES cannot use such frequency 
bands either from 28.5 degrees East or nearby orbital positions without breaching a 1999 
intersystem coordination agreement between Eutelsat and SES.  
 
In a first phase of the proceedings, the Arbitral Tribunal dismissed that specific claim for a 
declaration on its merits, as requested by SES. In its Partial Award dated September 4, 
2013, the Arbitral Tribunal held that the 1999 agreement did not bar SES from using the 
relevant frequency bands if and when Eutelsat no longer holds the regulatory right to 
operate in those bands under the German filing. The Tribunal declined to specify the date 
on which those rights end, on the basis that it only had jurisdiction to interpret the 
intersystem coordination agreement between SES and Eutelsat and could not pronounce 
upon any contractual arrangement between Eutelsat and DTAG or MB. 
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However, this issue of the expiry date has been addressed by the Regional Court of Bonn, 
Germany in a judgment rendered on August 30, 2013, which was obtained at the request of 
MB in preliminary injunction proceedings. In accordance with the terms of that judgment 
Eutelsat is prohibited, as of October 4, 2013, from using any of the frequencies in question, 
to the extent that this interferes with the use of these frequencies by the holder of the 
German rights (MB) or by the rightful user (SES).  
 
SES strongly disagrees with Eutelsat’s position on the remaining claims to be decided by 
the Arbitral Tribunal in the second phase of the arbitration proceedings and will continue to 
vigorously defend its right to use these frequencies from October 4, 2013. Consequently, 
SES holds any associated claims for damages and costs to be unfounded and completely 
without merit or basis. 

 
 

For further information please contact: 
 
Markus Payer     Yves Feltes 
SES       SES 
Tel : +352 710 725 500   Tel : +352 710 725 311 
markus.payer@ses.com   yves.feltes@ses.com 
 
 
Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: http://en.ses.com/4243715/blog  
SES Pictures are available under  http://www.ses.com/4245221/library 

 
 
 
 

About SES 
SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 53 geostationary satellites. The 
company provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet 
service providers, mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental 
organisations worldwide.  
 
SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in 
the broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around 
the globe and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and 
service requirements.  
 
SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations 
in Ciel in Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite 
infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 
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