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SES: ASTRA 5B SATELLITE LAUNCH CAMPAIGN KICKED OFF IN KOUROU 
 

ARIANE 5 LAUNCH SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 6, 2013 
 
   Luxembourg, November 6th, 2013 – SES S.A. (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock 
Exchange: SESG) announces that the ASTRA 5B satellite has safely arrived at the European 
spaceport in Kourou, French Guyana. The spacecraft is now being processed for launch on board 
an Ariane 5 rocket scheduled for lift-off December 6, 2013. 
 
   ASTRA 5B was built by EADS Astrium in Toulouse, France, based on the highly reliable Eurostar 
E3000 platform. The satellite will be located at the orbital position of 31.5 degrees East and is 
equipped with 40 Ku-band transponders (36 MHz equivalent) as well as 3 Ka-band transponders. 
ASTRA 5B will extend SES’ transponder capacity and geographical reach over Eastern European 
and neighbouring markets for DTH, direct-to-cable and contribution feeds to digital terrestrial 
television networks. The spacecraft also carries a hosted L-band payload for the European 
Commission’s European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). 
 
   ASTRA 5B will have a launch mass of 6 tonnes, a wingspan of 40m once its solar arrays are 
deployed in orbit, and a spacecraft power of 13kW at the end of its 15-year design lifetime. 
 
   ASTRA 5B will be the eighth Eurostar satellite in the SES fleet, following the recent successful 
launches of ASTRA 2F in September 2012, SES-6 in June 2013, and ASTRA 2E in September 2013. 
One more Eurostar E3000 for SES (ASTRA 2G) is currently in final integration and tests in Astrium 
facilities. 
 
For further information please contact: 

Yves Feltes 
Media Relations 
Tel. +352 710 725 311 
Yves.Feltes@ses.com  
 
Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: http://en.ses.com/4243715/blog  
Find pictures and videos under: http://www.ses.com/4245221/library 
 
 
About SES  

SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 54 geostationary satellites. The company 
provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, 
mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental organisations worldwide.  
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SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in the 
broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around the globe 
and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and service requirements.  

SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in Ciel in 
Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up 
O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 

 
 

 


