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SES: ASTRA 5B SATELLITE GOES LIVE AT 31.5 DEGREES EAST 
 

   Luxembourg, June 2nd, 2014 – SES S.A. (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock 
Exchange: SESG) announces that the ASTRA 5B satellite went live today at the orbital position of 
31.5 degrees East over Central and Eastern Europe, Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent 
States. The spacecraft provides DTH (Direct-to-Home) as well as direct-to-cable services and 
contribution feeds to digital terrestrial television networks in its target markets. 
 
   ASTRA 5B was successfully launched by an Ariane 5 rocket from the European spaceport in 
Kourou, French Guyana, on March 22nd, 2014. Since then, the spacecraft has successfully 
completed a number of in-orbit maneuvers and undergone a series of extensive in-orbit tests to 
confirm its flawless performance. 
 
   ASTRA 5B was built by Airbus Defence and Space Systems in Toulouse, France, based on the 
highly reliable Eurostar E3000 platform. The satellite is equipped with 40 Ku-band transponders (36 
MHz equivalent) and 6 Ka-band transponders. The spacecraft also carries the second SES hosted 
L-band payload for the European Commission’s European Geostationary Navigation Overlay 
Service (EGNOS). EGNOS helps to verify, improve and report on the reliability and accuracy of 
positioning signals in Europe. 
 
   ASTRA 5B replaces ASTRA 1G at the orbital position of 31.5 degrees East, SES’s new video 
neighborhood for CEE, Russia and CIS. With ASTRA 5B the available capacity at that SES slot 
increases from 19 to 40 active transponders. The maneuver illustrates SES’s capabilities to 
successfully develop new orbital positions using spacecraft that have achieved their primary 
missions, until the orbital slot is supplemented with fresh, state-of-the-art satellite capacity. 
 
   Martin Halliwell, Chief Technology Officer at SES, stated: “In line with our well-defined strategy, 
ASTRA 5B greatly increases SES’s satellite capacities over CEE, Russia and the CIS. With the 
Operational Service Date (OSD) of ASTRA 5B, SES has as of today 1,536 active satellite 
transponders on its global satellite fleet, comprising 55 active spacecraft at 37 orbital slots around 
the world. We would like to thank our European partners at Airbus Defence and Space Systems and 
Arianespace for the successful ASTRA 5B mission.” 

 
 
For further information please contact: 

Yves Feltes 
Media Relations 
Tel. +352 710 725 311 
Yves.Feltes@ses.com  
 
Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: http://en.ses.com/4243715/blog  

Find pictures and videos under: http://www.ses.com/4245221/library 
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About SES  

SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of 55 geostationary satellites. The company 
provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, 
mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental organisations worldwide.  

SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in the 
broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around the globe 
and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and service requirements.  

SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in Ciel in 
Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up 
O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 


