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SES EXECUTES ON GROWTH STRATEGY WITH NEW  
SATELLITE INVESTMENT PROGRAMMES 

 
Luxembourg, 17 February 2015. - SES S.A. (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock 
Exchange: SESG) is executing on its pronounced growth strategy with the procurement of three 
new satellites, SES-14, SES-15 and SES-16/GovSat, all to be launched in 2017.  
 
As announced on 16 February, SES has ordered three next-generation satellites, SES-14, SES-
15 and SES-16/GovSat, the latter together with the Luxembourg Government in a new joint 
venture, LuxGovSat. 

The satellites are using the newest spacecraft technologies, leading to optimal performance and 
highest efficiency and allowing SES to address the accelerating needs of fast growing markets 
where SES is already well positioned. The satellites will be manufactured by Airbus Space and 
Defence, Boeing and Orbital AKT, respectively. The new orders bring the total number of SES 
satellites currently under procurement to seven, out of which six are delivering incremental 
growth capacity. 

"The new spacecraft will support our growth and add significant high-power capacity to all four 
key strategic business verticals - video, data, mobility and government," said Karim Michel 
Sabbagh, President and CEO of SES. "These fleet investments - all delivered within SES's 
forecast CapEx envelope - enable us to differentiate our service offering in our target markets 
and set the foundation for continued growth. They will allow us to capture the significant 
potential of numerous vibrant regions and market segments, including Direct-to-Home (DTH) in 
Latin America, and mobility in the aeronautical and maritime sector throughout the Americas 
and the North Atlantic, as well as powerful end-to-end solutions for governments, defence and 
security."  
 
SES-14 and SES-15 are both powerful hybrid satellites, using Ku-, Ka- and – in the case of 
SES-14 – also C-band in wide-beam and high-throughput (HTS) technology and a purely 
electric propulsion system that significantly enhances the satellites’ economic efficiency thanks 
to the enhanced payload that can be carried as a result of the reduction in fuel mass.  
 
SES-16/GovSat is a state-of-the-art multi-mission satellite with high-powered and fully steerable 
beams for government missions. It will be owned and operated by LuxGovSat, a new joint 
venture between SES and the Luxembourg Government. 

"These fleet investments augment our capacity to address the high demand for connectivity in 
several key regions and segments,“ continued Karim Michel Sabbagh. "They allow us to launch 
a full range of attractive offers for video distribution and platforms, and data, mobility and 
government services, with a focus on SES’s large and world-leading customers in the 
aeronautical and maritime sectors. They underscore our confidence in the high demand and 
growth potential in both emerging and mature markets and provide the basis for the creation of 



 
 
 
 

 
a truly unique combination of our geostationary fleet (GEO) with the medium earth orbit (MEO) 
fleet of O3b, in which we hold a 45 percent stake.“ 

For further information please contact: 

Markus Payer 
Corporate Communications 
Tel : +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com 

Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: http://en.ses.com/4243715/blog  
SES Pictures are available under https://extranet.ses.com/18706236/pictures 
SES White papers are available under http://www.ses.com/18681915/white-papers 
 

About SES 

SES is the world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of more than 50 geostationary satellites. 
The company provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet 
service providers, mobile and fixed network operators and business and governmental 
organisations worldwide.  

SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in the 
broadcasting industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around the globe 
and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and service 
requirements.  

SES (NYSE Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in 
Ciel in Canada and QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite 
infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. Further information under: www.ses.com. 


