
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Press release 

 

SES CONFIRMS COMMITMENT TO 5G DEVELOPMENT AND MANIFESTO 

SES endorses close collaboration between key stakeholders in enabling digitalisation of 

European economy  

 

LUXEMBOURG, 7 July 2016 -- SES S.A. (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: 
SESG) announced today its endorsement of the “5G Manifesto for Timely Deployment of 5G in 
Europe”. The document and industry recommendations on 5G will be discussed at the meeting 
of the European Commissioner Günther H. Oettinger with the CEOs of the leading 
telecommunications and infrastructure companies in Brussels. The 5G Manifesto intends to 
foster effective interactions and collaboration with industry verticals, the formation of 
ecosystems as a result of large-scale demonstrators and an investment-centric policy 
framework - bringing together the key levers to ensure European digital leadership in 5G and 
beyond. 
 
“SES strongly believes in Europe’s potential to become the global leader in 5G, permitting the 
enablement of economic growth, sustainability and high-quality jobs. Synergy of the key 
stakeholders is essential for successful deployment of 5G, and satellite is a key building block 
for a global, profitable and inclusive 5G deployment. Thus communication satellites will play a 
core role in the deployment and accessibility of 5G,” said Karim Michel Sabbagh, President and 
CEO of SES. “Being a founding member of the European 5G Public Private Partnership and 
one of the main contributors of the industry effort to define a 5G Action Plan, today we further 
confirm our willingness to support the coordinated deployment of this advanced connectivity 
infrastructure.” 
 
Ahead of the meeting, Günther H. Oettinger, Commissioner for the Digital Economy and 
Society, said, “I very much welcome the 5G Manifesto and discussions today with the high-level 
industry group. These will help us focus on the key levers to ensure European digital leadership 
in 5G. I will come forward with a 5G Action Plan in the autumn.” 
 
Once deployed, 5G will be the key enabler for the digitalisation of the European economy, 
accommodating the diverse connectivity needs of industrial applications such as high speed, 
low latency, resilience and ubiquity. 5G networks will serve a broad range of industries, 
especially the automotive, transportation, healthcare, energy, manufacturing and media and 
entertainment sectors.  
 
To provide further global and scalable next generation connectivity, SES has invested in high 
throughput Geosynchronous Earth Orbit (GEO) satellites and O3b’s Medium Earth Orbit (MEO) 
satellites. The combination of GEO’s high-powered global coverage and MEO’s low latency 
capabilities will accelerate the 5G deployment. 
 
Full text of the 5G Manifesto and more information available under: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=16579 
Read 5G PPP whitepaper “5G and Media & Entertainment”  

http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=16579
https://5g-ppp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/5G-PPP-White-Paper-on-Media-Entertainment-Vertical-Sector.pdf


 
 
 
 

 

Read 5G press release “SES Strongly Advocates and Supports Future 5G Deployment in 
Europe” 
Read 5G PPP press release “5G key to revolutionizing industry and society”  
Read 5G PPP brochure “5G empowering vertical industries”  
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Markus Payer 
Corporate Communications, SES 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com  

 
 
 
 

 
  

European Commission Spokesperson: 
Nathalie Vandystadt 
Tel. +32 (0) 2 29 67083 
nathalie.vandystadt@ec.europa.eu 
 
 

Follow us on:  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: http://www.ses.com/blog  
SES Pictures are available under http://www.ses.com/21472913/Our_Pictures 
SES White papers are available under http://www.ses.com/18681915/white-papers 
 
About SES 
  
SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) is the world-leading satellite 
operator with a fleet of more than 50 geostationary satellites. Focusing on value-added, end-to-
end solutions in four key market verticals (video, enterprise, mobility and government), SES 
provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service 
providers, and mobile and fixed network operators, as well as business and governmental 
organisations worldwide. SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service 
and excellence in the satellite industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located 
around the globe and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and 
service requirements.  
 
SES’s newest subsidiary, MX1, is one of the leading media service providers and offers a full 
suite of innovative digital video and media services. Augmented by SES’s stake in O3b 
Networks, a next generation satellite network combining the reach of satellite with the speed of 
fibre, SES significantly enhances and scales up existing video and data capabilities. 
 
Further information available at: www.ses.com. 
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