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Press release

SES ORDERS HIGH THROUGHPUT SATELLITE FROM THALES WITH FIRST SECURED
ANCHOR CUSTOMER FOR INFLIGHT CONNECTIVITY

SES-17 to extend SES's high throughput satellite capabilities to deliver inflight connectivity for
aeronautical markets and managed services in other data markets

First long-term anchor agreement signed with Thales strengthens SES's position as a leading
inflight connectivity satellite service provider in the Americas

LUXEMBOURG/ PARIS, 12 September 2016 - SES S.A. (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg
Stock Exchange: SESG) announces the procurement of SES-17, a powerful high throughput
satellite to be built by Thales Alenia Space, a joint venture between Thales (67%) and
Leonardo-Finmeccanica (33%). SES has simultaneously entered into a long-term commercial
agreement with Thales to offer FlytLIVE, a new inflight connectivity service over the Americas
and the Atlantic Ocean region. SES will operate the satellite infrastructure for FIytLIVE, as well
as the complementary ground network.

The new satellite SES-17, which is expected to be launched in 2020, will operate in
geostationary orbit in the Ka frequency band. It will thus complement and strengthen SES’s
portfolio of wide- and spot-beam capacity in different frequency bands (Ku and Ka) and orbits
(geostationary, GEO, and medium earth orbit, MEQO). It will extend SES's global capabilities for
inflight connectivity and deliver high-powered capacity and managed services for data
customers over the entire Americas and the Atlantic Ocean.

With the procurement of SES-17, SES has simultaneously entered into a separate commercial
agreement with Thales, a leader in inflight entertainment and connectivity for airline passengers
over the Americas. As SES-17’s first large anchor customer, Thales will be using the satellite’s
next generation high throughput coverage to provide FlytLIVE, a new and next-generation
connectivity solution for airlines, with full Internet services, including video streaming, games,
social media and live television to passengers traveling over North America, South America, the
Caribbean, Mexico, and the Atlantic Ocean. Thales will launch FIytLIVE in 2017, operating it
prior to the launch of SES-17 in 2020 on two existing Ka-band multi-beam satellites from SES.

Built on an all-electric version of Thales Alenia Space’s Spacebus NEO platform, SES-17 will
weigh more than six metric tons at launch and will offer payload power in excess of 15 kW, with
a design life of 15 years. Its highly flexible payload, with close to 200 spot beams of different
sizes, will be designed to provide optimal coverage for the densest data corridors in the
Americas (North America, the Caribbean, Mexico, Latin America) and over the Atlantic Ocean.
The orbital position and the intended launch vehicle have not been disclosed yet.

Having ordered three high-performing GEO satellites — SES-12, SES-14 and SES-15 — to
deliver customised mobility services around the world, SES has been making successful
inroads into the dynamic and buoyant aeronautical market in the past two years. Thales is the
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fourth major inflight connectivity provider to ink agreements with SES on its existing and future
fleet. SES’s new satellite will also complement its 12 Ka-band satellites operated by O3b
Networks in MEO to provide high throughput capacity to other data customers in the enterprise,
maritime and government markets.

The procurement of SES-17 is fully compliant with SES's financial framework and fits within
SES's existing CapEXx guidance.

Karim Michel Sabbagh, President & CEO of SES, said, “SES-17 is another keystone in our
unique satellite architecture and a major milestone in the execution of our strategy to build a
differentiated portfolio of high throughput systems for very distinct customer needs. The new
satellite will further strengthen our network capabilities to deliver unmatched next generation
connectivity services. SES-17 is tailor-made for customers who demand globally flexible,
scalable, future-proof and resilient solutions in the aeronautical sector, but also in other
demanding data markets. The procurement of SES-17 also illustrates our long-standing
relationship with Thales Alenia Space, which has built 12 satellites for O3b and is in the midst of
building another eight.”

Patrice Caine, Chairman and CEO of Thales Group, said, “Thales works together with its
customers to help drive digital transformation across a broad range of sectors; whether it be
aviation, ground transportation, aerospace, defence or security. Through this partnership with
SES, and by leveraging Thales Alenia Space’s expertise, we are developing a satellite uniquely
optimized for the fast moving aviation and mobility market. This will enable us to offer airline
customers, a simple and seamless connectivity solution with unmatched performance.”

A press conference will be held in Paris. Join the webcast here:
http://event.onlineseminarsolutions.com/r.ntm?e=1263188&s=1&k=5FC69E51FFC7A33F9A844C074864A2A5

The recording of the press conference and additional material will be published here:
http://www.ses.com/SES17-newsroom

Please see the new SES White Paper “Sky High Connectivity” about the aeronautical market
here: http://read.uberflip.com/i/725799-ses-white-paper-aero-160907-en

For further information please contact:
Markus Payer

Corporate Communications

Tel. +352 710 725 500
Markus.Payer@ses.com

Follow us on:

Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES Satellites

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.YourSatelliteCompany

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel

Blog: http://www.ses.com/blog

SES Pictures are available under http://www.ses.com/21472913/Our_Pictures
SES White papers are available under http://www.ses.com/18681915/white-papers
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About SES

SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) is the world-leading satellite
operator with a fleet of more than 50 geostationary satellites. Focusing on value-added, end-to-
end solutions in four key market verticals (video, enterprise, mobility and government), SES
provides satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service
providers, and mobile and fixed network operators, as well as business and governmental
organisations worldwide. SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service
and excellence in the satellite industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located
around the globe and work closely with customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and
service requirements.

SES’s subsidiary, MX1, is one of the leading media service providers and offers a full suite of
innovative digital video and media services.

Through its ownership of O3b Networks, a next generation satellite network combining the
reach of satellite with the speed of fibre, SES significantly enhanced existing video and data
capabilities. SES is the first satellite provider in the world to deliver a differentiated and entirely
scalable GEO-MEO offer with powerful technical capabilities across numerous market segments
and geographies.

At SES we are shaping new ecosystems and laying the groundwork for new foundations.
Further information available at: www.ses.com

Further information about Thales: www.thalesgroup.com
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