
  
 
 
 
 
 

Press release 
 

SES and Thales Unveil Next-Generation 

Capabilities Onboard SES-17   

 SES’s new Ka-HTS satellite will embark Thales’s SpaceFlexTM VHTS processor to 

deliver unrivalled flexibility, capacity, coverage and service quality 

 Provides enhanced performance for FlytLIVE Thales’s aviation connectivity services 

over the Americas  

LUXEMBOURG, 4 April 2017 – SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) 
and Thales Alenia Space (TAS) today announced the addition of a powerful Digital Transparent 
Processor (DTP) onboard the SES-17 satellite which will allow SES to offer its mobility 
customers extraordinary efficiency and unrivalled flexibility in bandwidth management 
capabilities. 
  
SES-17’s next-generation fully digital payload has been jointly optimised by SES and Thales 
Alenia Space over the past year, making the satellite even more attractive to customers in the 
highly competitive mobility market, as well as other fast growing enterprise markets. SES-17, 
which was procured in September 2016, will cover North America, South America, Central 
America, the Caribbean and the Atlantic Ocean, and is expected to be delivered in 2020.  
 
Equipped with close to 200 spot beams of mixed sizes, the fully digital SES-17 spacecraft will 
provide mobility customers with an unsurpassed ability to efficiently and flexibly modify their 
networks in real time in response to changing bandwidth demands, either on a daily schedule or 
in response to unanticipated changes such as weather. This harmonisation of management of 
services and optimisation of service quality will enable customers to deliver high-speed 
broadband in a more efficient and cost effective manner. 
 
Other added capabilities made possible by the addition of the SpaceFlexTM DTP are:  

 Improved ability for SES and its customers to implement mesh, broadcast, and multicast 
network configurations; 

 Improved efficiency in throughput and bandwidth use resulting in greater price 
competitiveness; and 

 New redundancy features that will deliver reliable and robust networks that are essential 
in today’s highly competitive markets. 

 
Through the DTP-enhanced satellite, SES-17’s anchor customer, Thales InFlyt Experience, will 
enjoy enhanced flexibility and efficiency to deliver industry-leading speed and capacity to 
support passengers’ growing connectivity demands.   
 
“Consumption of data has evolved dramatically over the years and will continue to do so. Our 
first geostationary Ka-band satellite with this next generation DTP is a keystone in SES’s unique 
satellite architecture. It is designed to provide unrivalled flexibility in terms of capacity allocation 



 
 
 
 

 

so that our customers’ connectivity needs of tomorrow are fulfilled,” said Martin Halliwell, Chief 
Technology Officer at SES. “Through Thales Alenia Space’s expertise, we are excited to be 
providing a satellite that will deliver seamless connectivity of unmatched performance for our 
customers.”     
 
“Thales Alenia Space is proud of SES’s decision to embark its latest SpaceFlexTM VHTS DTP 
onboard SES-17 which will bring highly valuable benefits to this powerful, fully flexible mission,” 
said Bertrand Maureau, EVP Telecom at Thales Alenia Space. “Thales Alenia Space is 
pursuing the development of efficient and innovative space solutions to serve the market needs 
of high-speed broadband services.” 
 
“Thales FlytLIVE connectivity solution offers the most advanced and efficient aeronautical 
solution available in the Americas,” Dominique Giannoni, CEO at Thales InFlyt Experience. 
“Adding the latest generation processor onboard SES-17 dramatically increases FlytLIVE’s 
coverage, capacity, and redundancy, enabling Thales to provide the connected inflight 
experience that our customers and their passengers expect, today and well into the future. With 
FlytLIVE, passengers will enjoy full internet connectivity, including the ability to stream internet 
services for video, games, social media and live television, creating an immersive and engaging 
experience in the air.” 
 
For further information please contact: 
Markus Payer 
Corporate Communications 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com 
  

 
 
 
 

Press Contacts- Thales Alenia Space: 
Sandrine Bielecki  Tel: +33 (0)4 92 92 70 94 sandrine.bielecki@thalesaleniaspace.com   
Chrystelle Dugimont  Tel: +33 (0)4 92 92 74 06    chrystelle.dugimont@thalesaleniaspace.com  
 
 
About SES 
 
SES is the world-leading satellite operator and the first to deliver a differentiated and scalable 
GEO-MEO offering worldwide, with more than 50 satellites in Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) 
and 12 in Medium Earth Orbit (MEO). SES focuses on value-added, end-to-end solutions in four 
key market verticals (Video, Enterprise, Mobility and Government). It provides satellite 
communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, mobile and 
fixed network operators, governments and institutions, and businesses worldwide. SES’s 
portfolio includes the ASTRA satellite system, which has the largest Direct-to-Home (DTH) 
television reach in Europe, and O3b Networks, a global managed data communications service 
provider. Another SES subsidiary, MX1, is a leading media service provider and offers a full 
suite of innovative digital video and media services. Further information available at: 
www.ses.com 
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Follow us on:  
 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/ses 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.Satellites  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: https://www.ses.com/news/blogs  
Media Gallery: https://www.ses.com/media-gallery 
SES White papers are available under: https://www.ses.com/news/whitepapers 

 

About Thales Alenia Space 

Thales Alenia Space brings over 40 years of experience to the design, integration, testing and 
operation of innovative space systems for telecommunications, navigation, Earth observation, 
environmental management, exploration, science and orbital infrastructures. A joint venture 
between Thales (67%) and Leonardo (33%), Thales Alenia Space also teams up with 
Telespazio to form the parent companies’ “Space Alliance”, which offers a complete range of 
services and solutions. Thales Alenia Space has built up unrivaled expertise in dual (civil-
military) missions, constellations, flexible high-throughput payloads, altimetry, meteorology, and 
high-resolution radar and optical observation. The company capitalizes on its strong legacy, 
while also making innovation a key to its strategy. By offering a continuous stream of new 
products and expanding its global footprint, Thales Alenia Space has established its leadership 
in today’s fast-evolving space sector. Thales Alenia Space posted consolidated revenues of 
about 2.4 billion euros in 2016 and has 7,980 employees in nine countries. 
www.thalesaleniaspace.com 
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