
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Press release 

 

U.S. FCC Expands Market Access for SES O3b MEO 

Constellation 

 

FCC grant allows SES to super charge the O3b system, the only operational non-geostationary 
broadband constellation and the world’s first global multi-terabit satellite network  

 
Luxembourg, 8 June 2018 -- SES announced today that it has been granted, by the U.S. 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC), authorization to serve the U.S. market using a 
significantly expanded O3b fleet in the Medium Earth Orbit (MEO).  
 
The FCC grant opens significant additional frequencies to SES for use in its non-geostationary 
(NGSO) constellation and enables it to deploy O3b mPOWER satellites into inclined and 
equatorial orbits, delivering full global pole-to-pole coverage. A total of 26 new O3b satellites are 
authorized, in addition to the 16 satellites already operational and in orbit. The grant allows SES 
to add 4 satellites to its existing O3b constellation, which are scheduled for launch next year, 
and provides the framework for SES to triple its next-generation O3b mPOWER fleet by giving 
U.S. market access for another 22 super-powered satellites, of which 7 are currently under 
construction and scheduled for launch starting in 2021.  
 
The O3b mPOWER constellation will bring massive scale and flexibility to the proven O3b MEO 
model. The 7 O3b mPOWER MEO satellites that SES has ordered already will have more than 
30,000 dynamic, electronically-generated, fully-shapeable and steerable beams that can be 
shifted and switched in real time following customers’ needs. Each satellite boasts more than 10 
times the capability of the current O3b satellites with unmatched flexibility.  
 
“This important FCC grant provides SES with the means to grow and scale our network, 
connecting the planet and delivering world class solutions to our customers globally,” said Steve 
Collar, President and CEO of SES. “With the first 7 O3b mPOWER satellites, we will deliver a 
paradigm shift in performance, bandwidth and service. The FCC grant provides the platform to 
exponentially scale the network in response to surging demand for global data connectivity.” 
 
The O3b fleet is the only NGSO system delivering fibre-like broadband services today. O3b 
mPOWER, when launched, will enable an even wider array of industries and customers to tap 
into this high-performance connectivity. 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Markus Payer 
Corporate Communications & PR 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com 
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Follow us on:  
 
Social Media  
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Media Library 
White Papers 

 
 
About SES 
 
SES is the world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of over 70 satellites, of which more than 50 in 
Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) and 16 in Medium Earth Orbit (MEO). SES’ two key business units, SES 
Video and SES Networks, deliver powerful end-to-end and customer focused solutions reaching over one 
billion people every day, connecting and empowering broadcasters, telecom, businesses and 
governments across the world. SES’ flexible networks enable applications in domains such as 
aeronautical, maritime and cellular networks as well as government and institutional operations, powering 
the development of global connectivity. SES’ portfolio includes MX1, a leading media service provider that 
offers a full suite of innovative digital video and media services and GovSat, a 50/50 public-private 
partnership between SES and the Luxembourg government.  SES is listed on the Euronext Paris and 
Luxembourg Stock Exchange (SESG). Further information available at: www.ses.com 
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