
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Press release 

 

EU Maritime Safety Agency Awards Managed 

Connectivity Services Contract to SES  

 
Maritime safety, security and pollution response provided by the European Maritime Safety 

Agency (EMSA) will be enhanced by SES Networks’ managed connectivity services for 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems 

 
Luxembourg, 14 February 2018 – SES Networks’ managed services will boost connectivity for 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) services of the European Maritime Safety Agency 
(EMSA) provided to EU Member States and Agencies. These maritime surveillance activities 
supported by SES Networks are aimed at improving maritime security and safety operations, as 
well as response to pollution caused by ships, oil and gas installations. The RPAS-driven missions 
will be carried out in the seas surrounding the European Union or the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA) countries.  
 
To enable multiple Long Range Long Endurance RPAS operations for maritime surveillance 
operations of the member states’ authorities, SES Networks will design and provide deployment 
and maintenance of SATCOM connectivity during the missions. The managed services will 
include secure end-to-end satellite and terrestrial links, satellite capacity and teleport 
infrastructure. Under the agreement, SES Networks will support EMSA’s Beyond Radio Line-of-
Sight (BRLOS) RPAS operations, as well as satellite internet services to distribute the RPAS data 
and enable end-users to remotely follow the mission.  
 
“Good satellite coverage is essential to our long range RPAS operations. It will help our users to 
gain a more complete maritime picture,” said EMSA’s Executive Director, Maja Markovčić 
Kostelac. “The latest SATCOM contracts will enable the transmission of data from multiple 
sensors in real time, allowing users to focus more closely on the actual operation.” 
 
“It is an honour for us to support EMSA with SES Networks’ satellite communication services in 
its critically important maritime missions,” said Nicole Robinson, Senior Vice President Global 
Government at SES Networks. “To enable real-time long range RPAS data applications, we will 
be leveraging our highly-reliable global fleet which boasts virtually 100% availability. Coupled with 
the managed service, this will give multiple advantages to those fulfilling mission-critical tasks at 
sea.” 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 

Markus Payer 
Corporate Communications & PR 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com  
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About SES 
 
SES is the world’s leading satellite operator with over 70 satellites in two different orbits, Geostationary 
Orbit (GEO) and Medium Earth Orbit (MEO). It provides a diverse range of customers with global video 
distribution and data connectivity services through two business units: SES Video and SES Networks. SES 
Video reaches over 351 million TV homes, through Direct-to-Home (DTH) platforms and cable, terrestrial, 
and IPTV networks globally. The SES Video portfolio includes MX1, a leading media service provider 
offering a full suite of innovative services for both linear and digital distribution, and the ASTRA satellite 
system, which has the largest DTH television reach in Europe. SES Networks provides global managed 
data services, connecting people in a variety of sectors including telecommunications, maritime, 
aeronautical, and energy, as well as governments and institutions across the world. The SES Networks 
portfolio includes GovSat, a 50/50 public-private partnership between SES and the Luxembourg 
government, and O3b, the only non-geostationary system delivering fibre-like broadband services today. 
Further information is available at: www.ses.com 
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