
  
  

 
  
 

 
 
Press release  
SES Adds Third Satellite from Thales Alenia Space to 

Extend Services across Europe, Africa and Asia 

Innovative, flexible, software-defined satellite to replace NSS-12 at 57 degrees East to deliver 
content and connectivity to hundreds of millions at the crossroads of three continents  

 

Luxembourg, 28 March 2022 – SES announced today it has ordered SES-26 a fully software-
defined geostationary (GEO) satellite from Thales Alenia Space, joint venture between Thales 
(67 %) and Leonardo (33 %). SES-26 will maintain and expand the wide range of content delivery 
and connectivity services to broadcasters, media companies, telco operators, internet service 
providers and governmental organisations across Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia-
Pacific.  
 
The digital satellite with both Ku-band and C-band frequencies will replace SES’s NSS-12 satellite 
at 57 degrees East, one of SES’s longest-held and most valuable orbital positions. From this key 
location at the crossroads of Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia, SES will continue to  deliver 
content and connectivity solutions to some of the world's fastest-growing markets.  
 
Facilitating connections from the heart of Europe across Africa and the Middle East, SES-26 will 
be an important platform to support government communications solutions in the region and is 
synergic with the company’s recently-announced definitive agreement for the acquisition of DRS 
GES. The position is also home to the Ethiosat platform, a diverse free to air neighborhood 
supporting a growing community of 10 million TV households across Ethiopia  
 
The order forms part of a three-satellite commitment to Thales Alenia Space and incorporates two 
satellites that will be deployed at SES’s first and most important orbital location, 19.2 degrees 
East from which SES serves 118 million TV households across Europe. Underlining its philosophy 
of sustainable innovation and its commitment to the European space industry, SES is the first 
commercial customer for Thales Alenia Space’s Space Inspire (INstant SPace In-orbit 
REconfiguration), an innovative product line allowing seamless telecommunication mission and 
services reconfiguration, instant in-orbit adjustment to the demand and outstanding flexibility for 
video broadcasting and broadband connectivity services.  
 
“For over 20 years, satellites at 57 degrees East have been at the centrepiece of our connectivity 
network bridging Europe to Africa, the Middle East and Asia. From broadcasting video content 
across Europe and Africa to delivering connectivity services for aviation, maritime and 
government, SES-26 underlines our commitment to the growth of our business and to our 
customers,” said Steve Collar, CEO of SES. “We are delighted to work with our long-term partner 
Thales Alenia Space to push the boundaries of next-generation satellite capabilities and deliver 
the flexible innovation that enables us to stay ahead of our customers’ evolving needs.”  
 
“We are honoured that SES has renewed its confidence in Thales Alenia Space and our Space 
Inspire software-defined solution. This new contract follows the recent order to build Astra 1P and 
Astra 1Q and strengthens the strong partnership between SES and Thales Alenia Space. Once 
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again, I’m happy to share this new success with the French and European space agencies – 
CNES and ESA – who contributed to making it possible thanks to their support,” said Hervé 
Derrey, CEO of Thales Alenia Space. 
 
The procurement of the satellite remains within SES's previously announced Capital Expenditure 
outlook for 2022-2026 and is fully compliant with the company’s financial policy.  
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Suzanne Ong 
SES External Communications 
Tel: +352 710 725 500 
suzanne.ong@ses.com 
 
Sandrine Bielecki     Catherine des Arcis       
Thales Alenia Space Press    Thales Alenia Space Press 
sandrine.bielecki@thalesaleniaspace.com  Tel: +33 (0)4 92 92 72 82  
       catherine.des-arcis@thalesaleniaspace.com 
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About SES 
 
SES has a bold vision to deliver amazing experiences everywhere on earth by distributing the highest 
quality video content and providing seamless connectivity around the world. As the leader in global content 
connectivity solutions, SES operates the world’s only multi-orbit constellation of satellites with the unique 
combination of global coverage and high performance, including the commercially-proven, low-latency 
Medium Earth Orbit O3b system. By leveraging a vast and intelligent, cloud-enabled network, SES is able 
to deliver high-quality connectivity solutions anywhere on land, at sea or in the air, and is a trusted partner 
to the world’s leading telecommunications companies, mobile network operators, governments, 
connectivity and cloud service providers, broadcasters, video platform operators and content owners. 
SES’s video network carries 8,400 channels and has an unparalleled reach of over 361 million households, 
delivering managed media services for both linear and non-linear content. The company is listed on Paris 
and Luxembourg stock exchanges (Ticker: SESG). Further information is available at: www.ses.com. 
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About Thales Alenia Space 

Drawing on over 40 years of experience and a unique combination of skills, expertise and cultures, Thales 
Alenia Space delivers cost-effective solutions for telecommunications, navigation, Earth observation, 
environmental management, exploration, science and orbital infrastructures. Governments and private 
industry alike count on Thales Alenia Space to design satellite-based systems that provide anytime, 
anywhere connections and positioning, monitor our planet, enhance management of its resources, and 
explore our Solar System and beyond. Thales Alenia Space sees space as a new horizon, helping to build 
a better, more sustainable life on Earth. A joint venture between Thales (67%) and Leonardo (33%), Thales 
Alenia Space also teams up with Telespazio to form the parent companies’ Space Alliance, which offers a 
complete range of services. Thales Alenia Space posted consolidated revenues of approximately 2.15 
billion euros in 2021 and has around 8,900 employees in 10 countries with 17 sites in Europe and a plant 
in the US. 
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