
 
 

 

Veolia Will Produce Local Energy from Waste 
for Greater Porto in Portugal  

 
▁▁▁ 
 

●​ The contract of 270 M€ marks a new chapter for the Waste-to-Energy Plant, which this year 
celebrates 25 years of operation by Veolia, with digitalisation, energy efficiency, and decarbonisation 
placed at the heart of its future strategy.​
 

●​ Solar photovoltaic production, carbon capture and diversification of energies produced from waste 
are among the priority initiatives under study for which Veolia will support LIPOR, the intermunicipal 
entity representing eight municipalities in the Porto area covering 1 M inhabitants ​
 

●​ This contract is a perfect illustration of Veolia's commitment, through its GreenUp strategic plan, to 
support local energy production from untapped resources, in order to strengthen the energy 
autonomy of Portugal's second largest metropolitan region. 

▁▁▁ 

 
Veolia, which has been operating and maintaining LIPOR's Waste-to-Energy Plant for the past 25 
years, has been entrusted once again to manage the facility for the next 15 years. This renewed 
vote of confidence from LIPOR — an entity representing eight municipalities in the Greater Porto 
area in northern Portugal — marks the beginning of a new chapter. Veolia will now support the 
transformation of the site into a flagship project for energy production from waste, placing 
digitalisation, energy efficiency, and decarbonisation at the heart of its strategy. 

This plant is responsible for treating around 390 thousand tonnes per year of municipal waste 
(about 7% of the country's total production) into 162,045MWh/year of electrical energy. 90% is 
injected into the public grid, equivalent to what is needed to supply a population cluster of around 
150 thousand inhabitants. 

The international tender won by Veolia includes not only the continued operation and maintenance 
of the facility, but also the implementation of a series of performance improvement studies aimed at 
enhancing efficiency and reducing carbon emissions. With this new phase, the plant aims to 
become one of the most decarbonised waste-to-energy facilities in Portugal. 

Key initiatives outlined in the proposal include the studies for the installation of a solar photovoltaic 
unit for on-site consumption and a carbon capture unit which could reduce the plant’s CO₂ 
emissions by more than 90%; and also for diversifying the types of energy supplied — which 
currently is solely electrical — to potentially include thermal energy in the future. 

LIPOR, based on the reliability of the energy production ensured by the  plant in the last 25 years, 
also plans to explore the establishment of an energy community, transitioning from a regulated 
tariff to a market tariff that will benefit directly the municipalities served by the plant, it means, 
closing the loop of turning waste into resources with economical benefit.     

Estelle Brachlianoff, CEO of Veolia, stated: "This contract perfectly embodies the ambition of our 
GreenUp strategic plan: to accelerate decarbonization through concrete solutions like 
waste-to-energy. By combining our two core areas of expertise, energy and waste management, 



we are producing local, renewable, and circular energy for Greater Porto, strengthening the 
region’s energy autonomy while significantly reducing its carbon footprint."  

LIPOR’s Waste-to-Energy Plant began operations in 2000 and has been managed over the past 25 
years by Port’Ambiente, a subsidiary of Veolia in Portugal. Worldwide, Veolia operates 67 
Waste-to-Energy Plants with a total treatment capacity of 11.7 million tonnes per year, with the 
Portuguese facility standing as one of the Group’s key references. 
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ABOUT VEOLIA 
 
Veolia group aims to become the benchmark company for ecological transformation. Present on five continents with 
215,000 employees, the Group designs and deploys useful, practical solutions for the management of water, waste and 
energy that are contributing to a radical turnaround of the current situation. Through its three complementary activities, 
Veolia helps to develop access to resources, to preserve available resources and to renew them. In 2024, the Veolia 
group provided 111 million inhabitants with drinking water and 98 million with sanitation, produced 42 million megawatt 
hours of energy and treated 65 million tonnes of waste. Veolia Environnement (Paris Euronext: VIE) achieved 
consolidated revenue of 44.7 billion euros in 2024. www.veolia.com 
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CONTACTS VEOLIA 

PRESS RELATIONS 
Laurent Obadia - Evgeniya Mazalova 
Anna Beaubatie - Aurélien Sarrosquy 
Charline Bouchereau 

Tel.+ 33 (0) 1 85 57 86 25 
presse.groupe@veolia.com 

INVESTORS RELATIONS 
Selma Bekhechi - Ariane de Lamaze 

Tel. + 33 (0)1 85 57 84 76 
investor-relations@veolia.com 
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