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SOITEC TAKES ANOTHER STEP FORWARD IN ITS EXPANSION 

IN SOUTH AFRICA BY SIGNING A POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
COVERING ITS SOON-TO-BE-BUILT 44 MWp TOUWSRIVIER POWER PLANT 

 
 
Bernin, France, November 5th, 2012 — Soitec (Euronext), a world leader in generating and 
manufacturing revolutionary semiconductor materials for the electronics and energy industries, 
has announced the signature today of a power purchase agreement covering the electricity 
generated at the Touwsrivier power plant it is to build in South Africa. This signature represents 
a decisive step for the project submitted by Soitec in connection with the first call for projects 
from independent power producers (IPPs) launched by the South African Ministry of Energy for 
which Touwsrivier was pre-selected in December 2011. Following the signature of the power 
purchase agreement, Soitec will now seek to refinance the project and launch the construction of 
the power plant. 
 
Based in the Western Cape, close to the Aquila Private Game Reserve (in which Soitec has 
already built a pilot facility), the Touwsrivier power plant will ultimately have 44 MWp in 
capacity. Construction is scheduled to be completed during 2014, but commercial operation of 
the first installed systems will begin in mid-2013. Commenting on the agreement, Gaetan 
Borgers, Executive Vice President of Soitec’s Solar energy division, said: “Approval of the 
power purchase agreement by the South African Ministry of Energy and its signature by national 
electricity supplier Eskom represent a major step forward in the expansion of our business in 
South Africa and generally worldwide. It reflects the suitability of our concentrating 
photovoltaic technology for very sunny regions. Thanks to our first-class ability to innovate and 
our industrial expertise, our modules boast a yield of close to 30% and a very long service life.” 
 
According to the Integrated Resource Plan (IRP2010) launched by the South African Department 
of Energy, about 42 percent of the electricity generated in the country will come from renewable 
resources in 2030. The IPP program calls for 3,725 MW in renewable energy capacity to be 
built, including 1,450 MW in photovoltaic power. 18 solar photovoltaic projects (out of 28 
renewable projects) were selected after the IPP first bid submission. 
 
Summing up, André-Jacques Auberton-Hervé, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Soitec, 
said: “We are very pleased and honored that our Touwsrivier project is one of the first to have 
been selected by the South African Department of Energy. Our concentrating photovoltaic 
technology can be used to harness an immediately available, renewable and carbon-free energy 
source. The fact we are able to take aspects of local content into account is another key point of 
our approach. The South African government is pursuing an ambitious energy policy and should 
be commended for doing so. I am delighted that we can help it to achieve its targets.”  
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About Soitec 
Soitec is an international manufacturing company, a world leader in generating and 
manufacturing revolutionary semiconductor materials at the frontier of the most exciting energy 
and electronic challenges. Soitec’s products include substrates for microelectronics (most 
notably SOI: Silicon-on-Insulator) and concentrator photovoltaic systems (CPV). The company’s 
core technologies are Smart Cut™, Smart Stacking™ and Concentrix™, as well as expertise in 
epitaxy. Applications include consumer and mobile electronics, microelectronics-driven IT, 
telecommunications, automotive electronics, lighting products and large-scale solar power 
plants. Soitec has manufacturing plants and R&D centers in France, Singapore, Germany and the 
United States. For more information, visit: www.soitec.com. 
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