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Paris, May 13 th, 2009 
 
 
Finland: Works Proceeding As Usual at Olkiluoto 3 
 
Inaccurate information has appeared in the media following the Finnish Safety Authority 
(STUK) press release informing of imperfections in the welding of the main coolant lines 
for the Olkiluoto 3 reactor. The welding in question and the quality control have been 
carried out by an AREVA’s subcontractor in France where the coolant lines are currently 
located. Presently, works are proceeding normally on the OL3 site.  
 
These slight imperfections are located on the coolant lines’ surface. They have no 
impact on their strength properties or safety features. AREVA makes use of all means to 
provide to STUK the requested information. 
  
Once this matter is resolved, in compliance with quality and safety requirements, the 
coolant lines will be delivered in Finland.  
 
AREVA is the only industrial company in the world with generation III+ reactors under 
construction. The Olkiluoto 3 project is the most underway: 3,500 people are currently 
working for the AREVA/Siemens consortium on-site; two-thirds of the civil works are 
completed and the main components of the primary circuit have been manufactured. 
 
First of a kind, the OL3 EPRTM reactor provides AREVA additional experience that the 
group brings to other on-going projects: Flamanville 3 (Manche, France) and Taishan 1 
& 2 (China). 
 
Other units have already been ordered or planned, in particular in Penly (Seine-
Maritime) and in India. 

 

More about  
 
All over the world, AREVA provides its customers with solutions for carbon-free power generation and 
electricity transmission. With its knowledge and expertise in these fields, the group has a leading role to 
play in meeting the world’s energy needs. 
 
Ranked first in the global nuclear power industry, AREVA's unique integrated offering covers every stage 
of the fuel cycle, reactor design and construction, and related services. 
In addition, the group is developing a portfolio of operations in renewable energies. AREVA is also a 
world leader in electricity transmission and distribution and offers its customers a complete range of 
solutions for greater grid stability and energy efficiency. 
 
Sustainable development is a core component of the group’s industrial strategy. Its 75,000 employees 
work every day to make AREVA a responsible industrial player that is helping to supply ever cleaner, 
safer and more economical energy to the greatest number of people.  
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