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Communication from nuclear safety authorities: 
AREVA clarification 
Paris, November 2, 2009 

With regard to the respective I&C (instrumentation and control) certifications for the EPR™ 
reactor in Finland, the United Kingdom and France, the three nuclear safety authorities STUK, 
HSE and ASN have raised common questions. 

This constant dialog between operators, constructors and nuclear safety authorities is an 
integral part of the certification and construction processes for new reactors. The safety of the 
EPR™ reactor has not been called into question and AREVA is currently working with the 
regulators in each country to make the necessary adaptations to meet local standards.  

In December 2008, the Finnish nuclear safety authority (STUK) requested further information 
on the I&C of the EPR™ and the documentation issued.  The AREVA/Siemens consortium 
met these requests, providing all further general information which had, furthermore, been 
validated by the customer, TVO. 

In the UK, the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) brought up various points relating to the 
proposed configuration of the I&C system.  AREVA and EDF are working together to adapt it 
to meet local requirements.  The British regulators, EDF and AREVA are confident that they 
will find a solution.   

On October 15, 2009, the French nuclear safety authority (ASN) sent a letter to EDF request-
ing additional information on the I&C system.  AREVA and EDF are committed to providing the 
requested answers by year-end.  

The EPR™ reactor is currently the most powerful reactor in the world and meets the highest 
safety standards.  EPR™ reactors are currently being built in Finland, France and China and 
the certification process is underway in the U.S.  AREVA is working closely with the authorities 
in each country to determine how its model can respond to various local issues.  

AREVA guarantees the safety of its reactor and welcomes the approach made by the safety 
authorities to introduce a global standardization for its I&C model.   

MORE ABOUT   
All over the world, AREVA provides its customers with solutions for carbon-free power generation and electricity transmission. With its knowledge and 
expertise in these fields, the group has a leading role to play in meeting the world’s energy needs. 
Ranked first in the global nuclear power industry, AREVA's unique integrated offering covers every stage of the fuel cycle, reactor design and construc-
tion, and related services. 
In addition, the group is developing a portfolio of operations in renewable energies. AREVA is also a world leader in electricity transmission and distribu-
tion and offers its customers a complete range of solutions for greater grid stability and energy efficiency. 
Sustainable development is a core component of the group’s industrial strategy. Its 75,000 employees work every day to make AREVA a responsible 
industrial player that is helping to supply ever cleaner, safer and more economical energy to the greatest number of people. 
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