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Colombes, November 6th 2009 
 

Proposed closure of a PVC production unit 
on Arkema’s Balan site  

 
 

Arkema has presented to its Balan facility’s trade union representatives a plan to 
shut-down a 30,000 ton PVC production unit on the site in order to strengthen the 
competitiveness of its Balan plant (France). 

The Balan facility has currently three PVC production units with a 325,000 ton overall 

capacity. The oldest and smallest of these three units, with a 30,000 ton/year annual 

capacity, will be closed down, while the two remaining plants will be modernized in order to 

further improve their productivity.  

The implementation of this plan, in the 2nd quarter 2010, would entail the loss of 9 positions. 

Each employee whose position would be made redundant would be offered another 

position on the Balan site. 

A global chemical company and France’s leading chemicals producer, Arkema consists of three businesses: Vinyl Products, 
Industrial Chemicals, and Performance Products. Arkema reported sales of 5.6 billion euros in 2008. Arkema has 15,000 
employees in over 40 countries and six research centers located in France, the United States and Japan. With internationally 
recognized brands, Arkema holds leadership positions in its principal markets. 
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