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AREVA, KEPCO sign partnership to develop Imouraren 
mine, plan to extend cooperation 
Paris, February 4th, 2010  

 
AREVA CEO Anne Lauvergeon and Ssang-Soo Kim, CEO of the Korea Electric 
Power Corporation (KEPCO), met in Paris today to sign an agreement for the 
Korean group to join the Imouraren mine in Niger.  

The agreement is a continuation of that reached by AREVA and KEPCO for the 
Georges Besse II enrichment plant, and confirms their desire to work together at 
the front end of the nuclear fuel cycle.  

Under the terms of the agreement, KEPCO will take an indirect 10 % stake in the 
Imouraren SA mining company, jointly owned by AREVA and the Nigerien state. 
In return, KEPCO is entitled to 10 % of the mine’s lifelong production to 
exclusively supply its reactors in Korea. KEPCO’s involvement in this industrial 
project provides major support to the partners already developing the Imouraren 
mine.  
The Imouraren uranium deposit, 80 kilometers south of Arlit in northern Niger, is 
today considered one of the biggest in the world. Mining is scheduled to begin in 
2013, with an annual production capacity of 5000 tons of uranium. Imouraren SA 
will be in charge of exploiting the mine, over what is expected to be more than 
thirty years. 

AREVA and KEPCO also discussed the possibility of extending their cooperation 
to cover uranium conversion and enrichment activities, as well as used fuel 
recycling. 

 

MORE ABOUT   
All over the world, AREVA provides its customers with solutions for carbon-free power generation and electricity transmission. With its knowledge and 
expertise in these fields, the group has a leading role to play in meeting the world’s energy needs. 
Ranked first in the global nuclear power industry, AREVA's unique integrated offering covers every stage of the fuel cycle, reactor design and construc-
tion, and related services. 
In addition, the group is developing a portfolio of operations in renewable energies. AREVA is also a world leader in electricity transmission and distribu-
tion and offers its customers a complete range of solutions for greater grid stability and energy efficiency. 
Sustainable development is a core component of the group’s industrial strategy. Its 75,000 employees work every day to make AREVA a responsible 
industrial player that is helping to supply ever cleaner, safer and more economical energy to the greatest number of people. 
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