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Arkema acquires the PIEZOTECH startup company 
and speeds up its development in the fluorinated materials of the future 

Arkema has announced the acquisition of French company PIEZOTECH which designs 
and manufactures electroactive fluorinated polymers, thereby enhancing its portfolio with 
a new range of ultra high performance materials. These specialty polymers will soon have 
high added value applications in many sectors, including robotics, aerospace, textile, 
automotive and electronics. 

PIEZOTECH was established following a technology transfer from Institut de Recherche Saint-Louis1. It 
designs and markets films and sensors from electroactive fluorinated polymers and copolymers, all 
manufactured using a unique process. These polymers have the ability to undergo deformation under an 
electric current, and conversely they convert a mechanical force into electrical energy. Another of their 
characteristics is their ability to store and restore energy. 

« Thanks to the influential scientific standing of Professor Bauer who pioneered PIEZOTECH, the 
company now boasts global renown in electroactive fluorinated materials. This acquisition will enhance 
Arkema’s fluorinated copolymers range, building on its recent successes in the fields of materials for 
energy production and storage and of organic electronics » explains Christian Collette, Arkema Vice 
President Research & Development. 

« Arkema’s industrial expertise will allow us to produce larger volumes at a lower cost, giving us 
access to new applications, in particular in energy storage for the automotive sector. We will also 
draw on Arkema’s R&D teams to develop a group of even more efficient electroactive fluorinated 
polymers, namely terpolymers, which are characterized by greater deformation under an electric 
current, and by an ability to store and restore a large amount of energy. This latest generation of 
polymers hints at a wide field of applications, e.g. micro-actuators for robotics and aerospace, 
intelligent textiles, flat loudspeakers, etc. » Fabrice Domingues Dos Santos, Director of PIEZOTECH, 
is pleased to confirm. 

PIEZOTECH’s fluorinated polymers complement and enhance Arkema’s current extensive range of performance materials, 
which includes in particular Kynar® fluorinated polymers, Altuglas® PMMA, Rilsan® polyamides, Pebax® thermoplastic 
elastomers, Nanostrength® and Graphistrength®, nanostructured materials, and OXPEKK® polyether ketone ketone (PEKK). 
 
A global chemical company and France’s leading chemicals producer, Arkema is building the future of the chemical 
industry every day. Deploying a responsible, innovation-based approach, we produce state-of-the-art specialty chemicals 
that provide customers with practical solutions to such challenges as climate change, access to drinking water, the future of 
energy, fossil fuel preservation and the need for lighter materials. With operations in more than 40 countries, 14,000 
employees and seven research centers, Arkema generates annual revenue of €5.5 billion and holds leadership positions in 
all its markets with a portfolio of internationally recognized brands. The world is our inspiration. 
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1 Franco-German Research Institute for Science and Defense, based in Saint-Louis, Haut-Rhin, France. 


