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Air Liquide announces the signature of a long-term agreement with the second 
largest government-owned steel company in India, Rashtriya Ispat Nigam 
Limited (RINL). Air Liquide will supply oxygen and nitrogen to meet the needs of 
RINL’s expansion from 3 to 6.3 millions tons per year of steel. Located in Vizag, north 
of Andhra Pradesh, this new facility of industrial gases will address the south India 
market, complementing Air Liquide’s existing strong foothold in the north and west of 
India.  
 

Air Liquide will invest, build and operate two Air Separation Units (ASU) with a 
total installed oxygen capacity over 1,800 tonnes per day, scheduled to start up by 
the end of 2012. In addition, Air Liquide will produce large quantities of liquid gases 
(oxygen, nitrogen and argon) to meet the needs of the industrial and medical 
customers in the region. 
 
The Air Liquide investment amounts to around €70 million for the production 
facilities and the supply chain together. The Air Separation Units will be designed and 
built by Air Liquide Engineering teams in Hyderabad, India.  

 

The Indian steel industry, currently the 5th largest in the world, is expected to 
triple its production capacity over the next decade. Steel is essential for responding to 
India’s needs in the infrastructure and automobile production sectors, both currently 
experiencing strong growth. 

 

 

Jean-Marc de Royere, Senior Vice-President Asia-Pacific and a member of the 
Air Liquide Executive Committee, said: “This new project is an important 
milestone for the development of Air Liquide in India. It provides a solid 
reference in the booming steel industry and opens the southern market to our 
liquid gases. India is an important country for Air Liquide and Developing 
economies are one of the growth drivers for the Group.” 

Further investment in India for steel 
industry 

Paris, November 26, 2010

T h e  L a r g e  I n d u s t r i e s  
b u s i n e s s  l i n e  o f  
A i r  L i q u i d e  
offers gas and energy solutions that 
improve process efficiency and help achieve 
greater respect for the environment, mainly 
to the refining and natural gas, chemicals 
and metals. 2009 revenues were 
€ 3,219 million. 

A i r  L i q u i d e  i n  I n d i a  
Having started its Indian business in 1992, 
Air Liquide now operates with more than 
1,100 employees in India:  in industrial 
gases (mainly for the steel, automobile, 
pharmaceutical, petrochemical, and glass 
markets), Engineering & Construction, 
and Healthcare.  
The main facilities are in New Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Vadodara, 
Panipat, Roorkee, Dharuhera and soon in 
Vizag. 
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Air Liquide is the world leader in gases for industry, health and the environment, and is present in 
over 75 countries with 42,300 employees. Oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen and rare gases have been at the 
core of Air Liquide’s activities since its creation in 1902. Using these molecules, Air Liquide continuously   
reinvents its business, anticipating the needs of current and future markets. The Group innovates to enable 
progress, to achieve dynamic growth and a consistent performance. 

Innovative technologies that curb polluting emissions, lower industry’s energy use, recover and reuse 
natural resources or develop the energies of tomorrow, such as hydrogen, biofuels or photovoltaic energy… 
Oxygen for hospitals, homecare, fighting nosocomial infections… Air Liquide combines many products and 
technologies to develop valuable applications and services not only for its customers but also for society. 

A partner for the long term, Air Liquide relies on employee commitment, customer trust and shareholder 
support to pursue its vision of sustainable, competitive growth. The diversity of Air Liquide’s teams, 
businesses, markets and geographic presence provides a solid and sustainable base for its development 
and strengthens its ability to push back its own limits, conquer new territories and build its future. 

Air Liquide explores the best that air can offer to preserve life, staying true to its sustainable 
development approach. In 2009, the Group’s revenues amounted to €12 billion, of which almost 80% 
were generated outside France. Air Liquide is listed on the Paris Euronext stock exchange (compartment A) 
and is a member of the CAC 40 and Dow Jones Euro Stoxx 50 indexes. 
 

 

 


