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SNCF takes up contract option for 40 additional Euroduplex 

very high speed train sets  
 

Patrick Kron, Chairman and CEO of Alstom, has declared his great satisfaction at the SNCF’s 

signing of the contract option for 40 additional double-deck Euroduplex very high speed trains on 

Friday 30 March. 

 

Taking into account a possible cancellation of 10 trains, Alstom booked an order corresponding to 

30 train sets in the last quarter of the 2011/12 fiscal year, for a value of around €900 million.  

This new order is included in the framework of the contract placed with Alstom by SNCF on 27 

June 2007.  The 40 trains are in addition to the firm tranche of 55 Euroduplex train sets currently 

under construction, the first of which entered commercial service on 11 December 2011 on the 

new Rhine-Rhône high speed line and the last units being delivered mid-2015. 

 

The additional train sets will be delivered from 2015.  Their manufacture will contribute to the 

workload of Alstom Transport’s La Rochelle site which builds the passenger cars as well as the 

workload of other sites in France: Belfort (locomotives), Reichshoffen (end cars), Le Creusot 

(bogies), Ornans (traction systems), Le Petit Quevilly (locomotive transformers), Tarbes (electrical 

units and traction equipment) and Villeurbanne (electronic control systems).  Charleroi (Belgium) 

for auxiliary inverters and Montreal (Canada) for passenger information systems are also part of 

the manufacturing scheme. A total of 1,500 people on these sites work each day on high speed 

rail transport projects at Alstom.   

 

The main French suppliers for this project are Faiveley Transport, Logitrade, COMECA, CEIT, 

TFCM and Association Bretagne Atelier.  Together with the other small to medium sized 

companies involved in the French rail industry, they employ 6,000 people in France. 

 

Intended for use on the French, German, Swiss and Luxembourg networks, the Euroduplex trains 

contain signalling equipment which is compatible with all European networks. They are equipped 

with traction systems adapted to the different electric currents used across Europe. Some of these 

train sets can also run in Spain.  Benefiting from Alstom’s unique and long experience in the very 

high speed rail market, Euroduplex trains offer the best operating costs per corridor and the 

highest return per seat. 

 

With the taking-up of this option, Patrick Kron announced that Alstom has proposed to end its 

legal process in the London High Court, opened to contest the call for tender launched in 2009 by 

Eurostar to renew its fleet. 
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About Alstom 

Alstom is a global leader in the world of power generation, power transmission and rail infrastructure and 

sets the benchmark for innovative and environmentally friendly technologies. Alstom builds the fastest 

train and the highest capacity automated metro in the world, provides turnkey integrated power plant 

solutions and associated services for a wide variety of energy sources, including thermal (coal, nuclear, 

gas...) and renewable ones (hydro, wind, solar...) and it offers a wide range of solutions for power 

transmission, with a focus on smart grids. The Group employs 92,000 people in around 100 countries, and 

had sales of over € 20.9 billion in 2010/11.  
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