
 

2, place Jean Millier 
La Défense 6 
92 400 Courbevoie France 
Tel. : 33 (1) 47 44 58 53 
Fax : 33 (1) 47 44 58 24 
 
Martin DEFFONTAINES 
Laurent KETTENMEYER 
Matthieu GOT 
Karine KACZKA 
Robert PERKINS 
 
 
Robert HAMMOND (U.S.) 
Tel. : (1) 713-483-5070 
Fax : (1) 713-483-5629 
 
TOTAL S.A. 
Capital 5 909 418 282,50 euros  
542 051 180 R.C.S. Nanterre 
 
www.total.com 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Status on UK – Gas leak incident at Elgin platform in the North Sea 
 
 
Paris, April 13, 2012 – Total has made significant progress in the past week 
towards stopping the gas leak on well G4 on its Elgin platform.  This included 
preparatory work for its planned well control operation and the drilling of both a 
primary and a back-up relief well. 
 
Following an initial reconnaissance mission on April 5th, involving experts from 
Total and specialist contractors Wild Well Control (WWC), two further flights to 
the Elgin platform were made this week on April 10th and 12th.  
 
During these two visits additional valuable information was gathered to prepare 
for the well control operation and to carry out essential cleaning of key areas 
around the wellhead, where waxy deposits had accumulated. 
 
Several further helicopter flights may be required ahead of the positioning of a 
well intervention support vessel alongside the Elgin complex. Two separate 
vessels are being mobilised. The West Phoenix, an ultra modern semi-
submersible drilling rig, arrived on April 11th and is on standby just outside the 
two nautical mile Elgin exclusion zone. The light intervention vessel the Skandi 
Aker, is currently in Peterhead harbour in North East Scotland being fitted with 
dedicated equipment to support the operations. Both vessels are suitable for the 
well control operation. 
 
On April 7th, a supply plane brought specialist equipment for the well control 
operation, from Houston to Scotland.  
 
Two rigs are being mobilized for the drilling of the relief wells. The Sedco 714, 
which is expected to start drilling first, arrived at a standby location outside the 
Elgin exclusion zone on April 8th, where it is awaiting completion of site surveys 
for the final anchor positions. The second rig, the Rowan Gorilla V is currently 
suspending operations on the nearby West Franklin field before repositioning 
itself to drill the second relief well. 
 
All operations to stop the leak are progressing according to plan. 
 

Further information 
 

Total will continue to make regular updates on the situation. 
For more information on Elgin platform, please visit Total’s dedicated website: 
www.elgin.total.com 
 

* * * * * 
 
Total is one of the largest major integrated oil and gas companies in the world, with
activities in more than 130 countries. The Group is also a first rank player in chemicals.
Its 96,000 employees put their expertise to work in every part of the industry – exploration 
and production of oil and natural gas, refining and marketing, gas and power, trading, and 
chemicals. Total is working to help satisfy the global demand for energy, both today and 
tomorrow. www.total.com 
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