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EURODIF’s uranium enrichment plant ceases 

production permanently  

 
Paris, June 7, 2012 

 

Today, after 33 years of uninterrupted operation, EURODIF’s Georges Besse 

enrichment plant, located in the Tricastin site in France’s Drôme department and 

operated by AREVA, permanently ceased production at the end of the shutdown 

process begun last May 14. 

The EURODIF plant has been a showpiece in the global market for uranium ever 

since it was commissioned in 1979. Using the gaseous diffusion process, the most 

efficient enrichment technology at the time it was built, the site met demand from 

nearly 100 nuclear reactors around the world, the equivalent of one quarter of 

world demand. 

AREVA invested more than 3 billion euros in recent years in the new Georges 

Besse II site to take over from EURODIF’s historic Georges Besse plant.  The new 

plant has been in production since April 2011 using the centrifugation enrichment 

technology, which consumes 50 times less electricity and considerably reduces 

cooling water requirements. Already deployed in other European plants, this tech-

nology is both proven and efficient. 

The Georges Besse II plant has already reached an installed capacity of more 

than 1.5 million SWU* per year; it will achieve its full production capacity of 7.5 

million SWU per year in 2016. 
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AREVA supplies solutions for power generation with less carbon. Its expertise and unwavering insistence on safety, security, transparency and ethics are 
setting the standard, and its responsible development is anchored in a process of continuous improvement. 
Ranked first in the global nuclear power industry, AREVA’s unique integrated offering to utilities covers every stage of the fuel cycle, nuclear reactor 
design and construction, and related services. The group is also expanding its operations to renewable energies – wind, solar, bioenergies, hydrogen and 
storage – to be one of the leaders in this sector worldwide. 
With these two major offers, AREVA’s 48,000 employees are helping to supply ever safer, cleaner and more economical energy to the greatest number of 
people. 

Michael McMurphy, Senior Executive Vice President of the AREVA Group's Front 

End operations said: “The transition between the EURODIF and Georges Besse II 

plants is a high point of AREVA’s industrial history. Our major investment in this 

new production tool strengthens our position on the international enrichment mar-

ket, where the group has already signed several strategic long-term agreements.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

* Separative Work Unit, a unit of measure for enrichment operations 

 
 

 


