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Norway: new gas and condensate discovery in Southern North Sea 

 

 
Paris, July 4, 2012 – Total announces that its affiliate Total E&P Norge has 
participated in a significant gas and condensate discovery in the King Lear prospect on 
Production Licenses 146 & 333 in the Southern sector of the Norwegian North Sea 
(Statoil 77,8%, operator; Total 22,2%).  
 
The King Lear 2/4-21 well has encountered volumes estimated at between 70 and 
200 million barrels of oil equivalent. The King Lear well was drilled in a water depth of 
67 metres to a vertical depth of 5,344 metres below sea level. 
 
Commenting on the discovery, Patrice de Viviès, Senior Vice President, Northern 
Europe, Total Exploration & Production said: “King Lear lies adjacent to the Ekofisk 
License (Total 39,9%) and is also close to two blocks awarded to Total in the last APA 
Licensing round earlier this year, PL618 (Total 60%) and PL619 (Total 50%). This 
success confirms the deep gas/condensate prospectivity of the whole area, and we are 
working to drill a number of additional exploration wells on similar prospects in the next 
few years. Together with the existing Tommeliten discovery (Total 20,23%), this could 
lead to a new gas processing hub in the area, onstream before the end of this decade”. 
 
Total Exploration & Production in Norway 
 
Since the late sixties, Total has played a major role in the development of a large 
number of Norwegian fields notably Frigg and Heimdal. Norway was the largest 
contributor to the Group’s equity production in 2011 with 287,000 barrels of oil 
equivalent (boe) per day. Total holds interests in 90 production licenses offshore 
Norway, 22 of which it operates.  
 
In the first half-year 2011 the developments of the Ekofisk South and Eldfisk II fields 
were launched, in which Total has a participation of 39.9 %. Each development has a 
production capacity of 70,000 boe per day and the production start-up is expected in 
2014 and 2015 respectively.  
 
In November 2011 the Plan for Development and Operation (PDO) for the operated 
Atla fast-track subsea field development was approved by the Norwegian Authorities. 
Atla is scheduled to come on stream in October 2012.  
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In January 2012 Total submitted the PDO for the Martin Linge field, a standalone field 
development planned to come onstream in Q4 2016. The PDO was approved by the 
Storting (parliament) in June 
 
 
In 2011 Total made two promising discoveries as operator. The first was on Norvarg in 
the Barents Sea with resources that could reach up to around 300 million boe, the 
second on Alve North in the Norwegian Sea close to existing infrastructures. Appraisal 
of both discoveries is being planned. 
 
In the most recent Norwegian Licensing round announced on January 17, 2012, Total 
was granted participations in an additional 8 licenses in the North Sea, including 5 as 
operator. 

 
 

* * * * * 
 
Total is one of the largest integrated oil and gas companies in the world, with activities in more than 
130 countries. The Group is also a first rank player in chemicals. Its 96,000 employees put their expertise to 
work in every part of the industry – exploration and production of oil and natural gas, refining and marketing, 
new energies, trading, and chemicals. Total is working to help satisfy the global demand for energy, both 
today and tomorrow. www.total.com 
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