
 
 

Press release 

Nexans awarded first CORE-TAG® anti-theft cable technology contract 
by SNCF for the network of Réseau Ferré de France (RFF)  

 

France’s RFF is the first railway network operator to use Nexans’ CORE-TAG® anti-theft cable 
technology. The new solution allows stolen rail cables to be traced 

 

Paris, November 26, 2012 – Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer (SNCF) has 
awarded Nexans, a worldwide expert in the cable industry, its first contract to design 
and manufacture specialised rail cable that includes the new CORE-TAG® anti-theft 
cable technology. This cable will be installed in the network infrastructure in 4 of the 
regions operated by Réseau Ferré de France (RFF), the company that owns and 
maintains France’s rail network. 

The earthing cable Nexans will supply comprises a lead-sheathed copper conductor 
with a 25 mm2 cross-section. The cable has been manufactured at Nexans’ facilities in 
Mehun-sur-Yèvre in the centre of France.  

 

CORE-TAG® anti-theft cable technology 

Most cables – earthing cables in particular – are constructed mainly from copper, 
making them extremely valuable and appealing to thieves (due to the high resale 
value of scrap copper).  

Usually when cable is stolen the insulation, which could be used to identify the owner, 
is burnt off the cable just leaving the copper conductor. In contrast to more complex 
and expensive tagging techniques such as those using rare earth elements, Nexans’ 
CORE-TAG® solution involves installing a coded fire-resistant copper tape that is 
intertwined In the conductor. 

The dot-matrix markings on the coded tape – typically identifying the owner (RFF in 
this case) – make it easy to trace the origins of the stolen copper when it is brought to 
a scrap dealer, even after the insulation has been burnt off. 

The presence of the CORE-TAG® within the cable is immediately apparent simply by 
visual examination of the cut cable cross-section. A length of only around 25 cm then 
has to be opened up to read the identification code. Since the tape is embedded along 
the length of the conductor, it is virtually impossible for the thief to remove it. 

Cables that incorporate CORE-TAG® are just as easy to handle and install as 
conventional cables, using the same tools and accessories. 

 



 

“Copper theft is a worldwide concern that creates serious safety and operational issues 
for railway networks and Nexans is working closely with many customers to develop 
solutions that can significantly help to address this problem,” says Jean Fehlbaum, Vice 
President Marketing Infrastructure and Industrial projects at Nexans. “Recycling is a 
vital element within the copper supply chain. But it is very difficult to establish the origin 
of recycled copper. However, we believe the CORE-TAG® technology offers excellent 
potential to make rail cables less attractive to steal, as well as providing the wider 
copper supply chain with new tools to identify when stolen copper comes into the eco-
system. In addition to developing this solution, our key task is promoting it to the 
recycling community, so they know what to look for, and also ensuring that potential 
thieves understand that they will find it much harder to dispose of stolen rail cable.” 

Nexans is currently talking with various operators in Europe, Africa and Australasia 
about the solution.  
 
The CORE-TAG® cable technology can also be used in any industry where cable theft 
is a problem. 
 
 
 
About Nexans 

With energy at the basis of its development, Nexans, worldwide expert in the cable industry, offers an 
extensive range of cables and cabling solutions. The Group is a global player in the energy 
transmission and distribution, industry and building markets. Nexans addresses a wide series of market 
segments: from energy and telecom networks to energy resources (wind turbines, photovoltaic, oil and 
gas or mining…) to transportation (shipbuilding, aerospace, automotive and automation, railways...). 
Nexans is a responsible industrial company that regards sustainable development as integral to its 
global and operational strategy. Continuous innovation in products, solutions and services, employee 
development and commitment, customer orientation and the introduction of safe industrial processes 
with limited environmental impact are among the key initiatives that place Nexans at the core of a 
sustainable future.  
With an industrial presence in 40 countries and commercial activities worldwide, Nexans employs 
25,000 people and had sales in 2011 of 7 billion euros. Nexans is listed on NYSE Euronext Paris, 
compartment A. 
For more information, please consult: www.nexans.com or  www.nexans.mobi 
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