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MAUNA KEA TECHNOLOGIES ANNOUNCES Strongest scientific exposure ever with 

more than 40 communications on Cellvizio® at Digestive Disease Week 2013 

 
41 new abstracts and study results will be presented as part of the scientific program 

 

Highlights include exciting new data on the impact and use of optical biopsies during fine needle 

aspiration procedures and the diagnosis and treatment of many of the most pervasive digestive diseases 

including inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), stomach cancer and esophageal cancer 

 

New AQ-Flex™ 19 miniprobe – the world’s smallest microscope that fits through a needle – on display at 

Booth 759 

 

PARIS (May 17, 2013) -- – Mauna Kea Technologies (NYSE Euronext: MKEA, FR0010609263), leader in the 

optical biopsy market and developer of Cellvizio®, the fastest way to see cancer, today announced that 41 

presentations at Digestive Disease Week (DDW) 2013 will highlight the use of optical biopsy across many of 

the most pervasive diseases in the gastrointestinal tract. Sixteen of the communications will be delivered 

through oral presentations and seven presentations will focus on needle-based optical biopsies, the newest 

application of Cellvizio technology that allows physicians to see cellular structures inside pancreatic cysts in 

the digestive tract in real time. DDW 2013 runs from May 18 to 21 in Orlando. 

 

“The broad exposure of optical biopsy - by far the strongest ever - in the scientific program, is a reflection of 

the high-quality clinical work that is being performed around the world with Cellvizio,” said David Carr-

Locke, MD, Chief, Division of Digestive Diseases, Beth Israel Medical Center, New York.  “We’re very excited 

to see the application of the technology expand into new indications like inflammatory bowel disease and 

stomach cancer, as well as pancreatic cysts, where there is a significant unmet need for real-time diagnostic 

information beyond the information gained from endoscopic ultrasound-guided fine needle aspiration.” 

 

The newly FDA-cleared AQ-Flex 19 confocal miniprobe will be on display with the other Cellvizio miniprobes 

designed for use in the esophagus, biliary tract and colon at Mauna Kea Technologies’ booth, #759.  

 

“Importantly, there is also mounting evidence that only a short learning curve is required to interpret 

optical biopsy images and that a high number of trained physicians agree about the interpretation,” Dr. 

Carr-Locke continued. Dr. Carr-Locke will be conducting a hands-on course on Cellvizio together with Dr. 

Mohammad Anwer at the local Florida Hospital Celebration Health in Orlando, on May 17. Demonstrations 

will also take place on May 19 and May 20 at the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) 

Learning Center.  

 

“This will be the most successful and robust meeting of the year for optical biopsies with over 40 important 

new data presentations on the utility of our products,” said Sacha Loiseau, CEO and Founder of Mauna Kea 

Technologies. “This data confirms that Cellvizio is making a clear impact in the diagnosis and treatment of 

disease in multiple areas, including the new frontier of pancreatic cysts.” 

 

The full schedule of Cellvizio optical biopsy presentations and events at DDW 2013 can be downloaded 

here: http://www.maunakeatech.com/docs/ddw2013_flyer.pdf 

 

Members of the media are invited to attend the presentations and to schedule a one-on-one meeting or 

product demonstration with the company at the Orange County Convention Center, booth #759. To 

arrange an interview or to receive further information, please contact Erich Sandoval at 

esandoval@lazarpartners.com.  
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Data presented at DDW is embargoed until the time it is presented.  

 

 

About Digestive Disease Week® (DDW®)  

DDW is the largest international gathering of physicians, researchers and academics in the fields of gastroenterology, 

hepatology, endoscopy and gastrointestinal surgery. Jointly sponsored by the American Association for the Study of 

Liver Diseases (AASLD), the American Gastroenterological Association (AGA) Institute, the American Society for 

Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) and the Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract (SSAT), DDW takes place May 18 

– 21, 2013, at the Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, FL. The meeting showcases more than 5,000 abstracts 

and hundreds of lectures on the latest advances in GI research, medicine and technology. More information can be 

found at www.ddw.org. 

 

About Mauna Kea Technologies 

Mauna Kea Technologies is a global medical device company dedicated to the advent of optical biopsy. The company 

researches, develops and markets innovative tools to visualize and detect cellular abnormalities during endoscopic 

procedures. Its flagship product, Cellvizio®, a probe-based Confocal Laser Endomicroscopy (pCLE) system, provides 

physicians and researchers high-resolution cellular views of tissue inside the body. Large, international, multicenter 

clinical trials have demonstrated Cellvizio's ability to help physicians more accurately detect early forms of disease and 

make treatment decisions immediately. Designed to improve patient outcomes and reduce costs within a hospital, 

Cellvizio can be used with almost any endoscope. Cellvizio has 510(k) clearance from the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration and the European CE-Mark for use in the GI tract, biliary and pancreatic ducts and lungs and during fine 

needle aspiration procedures. 

  

For more information on Mauna Kea Technologies, visit www.maunakeatech.com 
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