
 

 
 

 
Dassault Systèmes Acquires SFE, a Technology 
Leader in Design Optimization and Automation 

 
Industry-First Integrated Solution Addresses Growing Need in 

Transportation & Mobility Industry; Brings Simplicity and 
Performance Optimization Capabilities to the 3DEXPERIENCE 

Platform 
 
VÉLIZY-VILLACOUBLAY, France — July 25, 2013 — Dassault Systèmes (Euronext Paris: 
#13065, DSY.PA), the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, world leader in 3D design software, 3D 
Digital Mock Up and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions, today announced the 
acquisition of SFE GmbH, a leader in body conceptual engineering and performance evaluation 
and optimization. The addition of SFE’s technology to the 3DEXPERIENCE platform enhances 
Dassault Systèmes’ transportation & mobility industry solution experiences, such as “Target 
Zero Defect”.  This acquisition expands its CATIA and SIMULIA applications, bringing to the 
market an innovative technology for seamless transitions, from early conceptual engineering 
and performance optimization to detailed body design.  The amount of the transaction was not 
disclosed. 
 
“The combined SFE and Dassault Systèmes 3DEXPERIENCE platform capabilities will lead to 
complete coverage of the entire value chain for the transportation & mobility industry.  From 
quick modeling to post processing analysis, to product performance simulation and shape 
optimization, the full design process is integrated. I see numerous places where this capability 
can bring value to other industries, not just transportation & mobility,” said Bernard Charlès, 
President & CEO, Dassault Systèmes.  “It reinforces Dassault Systèmes’ already strong position 
in the Body-in-White domain, as well as the automotive market, in general.  It will bring 
immediate benefits to SFE’s long list of customers, including General Motors, Porsche, Fiat, 
Chrysler, Daimler, FORD, BMW, Volkswagen and others.”   
 
“Today’s acquisition of SFE, one of BMW’s partners, by Dassault Systèmes, another major 
BMW partner, is good news.  I can see the value it will bring,” said Detlef Helm, BMW Group.  
“The SFE CONCEPT solution has been used for many years at BMW within the full vehicle 
development field for functional assessment, validation and the generation of models for pre-
concept development.” 
 
Today’s announcement of an integrated conceptual engineering solution is unique in the 
industry.  The concept phase is very critical and difficult as it requires the combination of 
multiple disciplines and skills. Customers are facing challenges to shorten their innovation cycle 
time and their product development lead time. Conceptual engineering, such as 
3DEXPERIENCE and SFE bring, addresses these critical challenges.   
 
“This is an exciting development for SFE and its customers and partners.  We have worked 
closely with Dassault Systèmes over the past few years and we have seen firsthand its passion 

http://www.3ds.com/


for its customers, as well as its vision for harmonizing products and how they are experienced in 
the real world,” said Hans Zimmer, CEO and founder, SFE GmbH. “SFE’s customers will 
receive significant value through Dassault Systèmes’ global support organization and well-
recognized commitment to research and development.” 
 
The transaction includes the purchase of SFE GmbH, its various products, SFE CONCEPT, as 
well as its acoustic and NVH simulation offerings, SFE AKUSMOD, SFE AKUSRAIL, and SFE 
MECOSA.  The acquisition was completed early July, 2013. 
 
For more information about SFE GmbH: http://www.sfe-group.org  
 

### 
 
About Dassault Systèmes 
Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, provides business and people with virtual universes to imagine 
sustainable innovations.  Its world-leading solutions transform the way products are designed, produced, and 
supported.  Dassault Systèmes’ collaborative solutions foster social innovation, expanding possibilities for the virtual 
world to improve the real world.  The group brings value to over 170,000 customers of all sizes, in all industries, in 
more than 140 countries.  For more information, visit www.3ds.com. 
 
CATIA, SOLIDWORKS, SIMULIA, DELMIA, ENOVIA, GEOVIA, EXALEAD, NETVIBES, 3DSWYM and 3D VIA are 
registered trademarks of Dassault Systèmes or its subsidiaries in the US and/or other countries. 
  
 
Dassault Systèmes Press Contacts 
Corporate / France Arnaud MALHERBE arnaud.malherbe@3ds.com +33 (0)1 61 62 87 73 
Americas Elena FERNANDEZ elena.fernandez@3ds.com +1 (978) 442-2790 
EMEA Virginie BLINDENBERG virginie.blindenberg@3ds.com +33 (0) 1 61 62 84 21 
China Grace MU grace.mu@3ds.com +86 10 6536 2288 
Korea Jahyun AHN jahyun.ahn@3ds.com +82 2 3270 7893 
Japan Yukiko SATO yukiko.sato@3ds.com +81 3 5442 6445 
India Seema SIDDIQUI seema.siddiqui@3ds.com +91 1244 577 100 
AP South Tricia SIM tricia.sim@3ds.com +65 6511 7954  
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