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MORE ABOUT AREVA 
AREVA supplies advanced technology solutions for power generation with less carbon. Its expertise and unwavering insistence on safety, security, 
transparency and ethics are setting the standard, and its responsible development is anchored in a process of continuous improvement.  
Ranked first in the global nuclear power industry, AREVA’s unique integrated offering to utilities covers every stage of the fuel cycle, nuclear reactor 
design and construction, and operating services. The group is actively developing its activities in renewable energies – wind, bioenergy, solar and energy 
storage – to become one of the leaders in this sector worldwide. 
With these two major offers, AREVA’s 47,000 employees are helping to supply ever safer, cleaner and more economical energy to the greatest number of 
people. 
 
 
Tour AREVA – 1 Place Jean Millier –  92400 COURBEVOIE – France – Tel : +33 (0)1 34 96 00 00 – Fax : +33 (0)1 34 96 00 01 1/1 

Press Office 
Julien Duperray 
Katherine Berezowskyj 
Jérôme Rosso 
Alexandre Thébault 
T: +33 (0)1 34 96 12 15 
press@areva.com 

Investors Relations 
Marie de Scorbiac 
marie.descorbiac@areva.com 
T: +33 (0)1 34 96 05 97 
Philippine du Repaire 
philippine.durepaire@areva.com 
T: +33 (0)1 34 96 11 51 

Decommissioning: AREVA completes first major 
component decontamination in France 
 
 
Paris, August 29, 2013 
 
 
AREVA has successfully decontaminated the major components of the Chooz A 
nuclear power plant located in Northern France. The first project of its kind 
performed by AREVA in France, the decontamination of the primary loop 
elements - four steam generators, the pressurizer and the primary loop lines - is a 
major step forward in the ongoing decommissioning of the plant.  
 
The decontamination was carried out successfully thanks to the combination of 
two AREVA techniques, the CORD UV® and the AMDA®. This operation is 
based on the progressive introduction of chemical substances into the primary 
circuit which circulate in there over several days, until the end of the process. 
Through this process, AREVA significantly reduced the degree of the 
components’ radioactivity so that they could be classified as “very low level 
waste.” Following their decontamination, these components were transported to a 
National Radioactive Waste Management Agency (Andra) facility, in order to be 
stored there.   
 
Compared to alternative solutions, AREVA’s decontamination technology 
produces a very low volume of radioactive waste, which is also managed by 
Andra. Once the process is completed, the used chemicals are decomposed to 
carbon dioxide and water, leaving behind no additional waste.  
 
 “The successful completion of this operation testifies to the effectiveness of our 
process. For over 35 years, this proven, efficient, and economical solution has 
enabled AREVA to decontaminate the components of more than 30 nuclear 
power plants worldwide, including in Germany, Japan, China, and the United 
States,” declared Philippe Samama, Executive Vice President for the Installed 
Base Business Unit. 
 
 


