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Publicis Groupe Statement 
 
 

May 17, 2017 - Publicis Groupe [Euronext Paris: FR0000130577, CAC 40] would like to provide 
some clarifications regarding claims made by Gouvernance en Action publicized on 17 May 2017. 

On 31 March 2017, the Group replied to a letter sent by Mr. Fabrice Rémon, Director of 
Gouvernance en Action, and provided him all required clarifications. 

Publicis Groupe had a dispute with a software and IT services supplier. This dispute was arbitrated 
and resulted in a settled resolution, covered by a confidentiality agreement, whereby Publicis 
Groupe would be compensated for the costs of the delays and difficulties it sustained. 

The compensation received by Publicis Groupe was allocated in Publicis Groupe’s accounts in part 
to the reduction of the book value of the balance sheet assets corresponding to the project, in part 
to the neutralization in the 2014 income statement of the extra costs incurred as a result of the 
delays, and in part to cover forecasted extra costs in the coming years as a result of the delays 
known by the Group.  

This accounting treatment has been validated by Group’s auditors, who confirmed that it was not 
necessary to mention this information in the notes to the financial statements relating to 2014 
accounts nor in the annual report. 

The Group communicated all this information to Mr. Fabrice Rémon as well as the journalist of 
L’Obs who questioned us in this respect. We reserve all our rights for any damages that such 
publications may have on our stock price, the company or our shareholders. 
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Publicis Groupe [Euronext Paris FR0000130577, CAC 40] is a global leader in marketing, communication, and 
digital transformation, driven through the alchemy of creativity and technology. Publicis Groupe offers its clients seamless 
access to its tools and expertise through modular offering. Publicis Groupe is organized across four Solutions 
hubs: Publicis Communications (Publicis Worldwide, Saatchi & Saatchi, Leo Burnett, BBH, Marcel, Fallon, MSL, 
Prodigious), Publicis Media (Starcom, Zenith, Mediavest | Spark, Blue 449, Performics), Publicis.Sapient 
(SapientRazorfish, DigitasLBi, Sapient Consulting) and Publicis Health. These 4 Solution hubs operate across principal 
markets, and are carried across all others by Publicis One, a fully integrated service offering bringing together the 
Groupe’s expertise under one roof. Present in over 100 countries, Publicis Groupe employs nearly 80,000 professionals.  
www.publicisgroupe.com | Twitter:@PublicisGroupe | Facebook: www.facebook.com/publicisgroupe | LinkedIn : Publicis 
Groupe | http://www.youtube.com/user/PublicisGroupe | Viva la Difference! 
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