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Onxeo Establishes Scientific Advisory Board  
with International Experts in DNA-targeting 

 

Professor Tomas Lindahl, DNA Repair Pioneer and 2015 Nobel Prize laureate,  

will serve as Chair of the Scientific Advisory Board 

 
Paris (France), November 28, 2017 – 6:00 pm CET – Onxeo S.A. (Euronext Paris, NASDAQ Copenhagen: ONXEO 

- FR0010095596), (“Onxeo” or the “Company”), a biotechnology company specializing in the development of 

innovative drugs in oncology, in particular against rare or resistant cancers, today announces the 

establishment of a Scientific Advisory Board comprised of international experts in the fields of DNA Damage 

Response (DDR), DNA genetics and drug discovery. Professor Tomas Lindahl MD, FRS, FMedSci, a joint 

recipient of the 2015 Nobel Prize in chemistry for his mechanistic studies of DNA repair, will serve as Chair of 

the Scientific Advisory Board. 

“Scientific evidence has shown that modulating DNA repair activity offers an opportunity to change the course 
of a disease, notably in cancers,” said Prof. Tomas Lindahl, Emeritus Professor at the Francis Crick Institute 
(London, UK), joint recipient of the 2015 Nobel Prize in Chemistry and Chair of the Onxeo newly established 
Scientific Advisory Board. “AsiDNA™ has a new and unique mechanism of action with the potential to bypass 
cancer cells resistance to treatment while sparing healthy cells. I look forward to working with Onxeo and the 
distinguished members of the Scientific Advisory Board to further explore the potential of this novel and 
exciting approach to DNA-targeting.”  

“The establishment of this Scientific Advisory Board reflects our commitment to becoming a leading company 

in the field of DNA-targeting against multiple cancer types for underserved patients,” added Judith Greciet, 

CEO of Onxeo. “The vision of these renowned experts in the very promising fields of DNA repair, genetics and 

immune response will considerably reinforce our expertise and support our goal of establishing a new paradigm 

for cancer treatment.” 

The newly established Scientific Advisory Board is a key strategic resource to Onxeo that will provide scientific 

expertise and guidance to the team as Onxeo advances AsiDNA™ towards clinical development and continues 

to assess new product development opportunities from platON™, the Company’s proprietary chemistry 

platform of decoy oligonucleotides.  

“We are thrilled to welcome this group of international experts to our newly formed Scientific Advisory Board. 

Their background and experience will be invaluable as we advance AsiDNA™, our DNA break repair inhibitor, 

into a comprehensive phase I to confirm both its safety profile and unique mechanism of action via systemic 

administration in man,” added Olivier de Beaumont, Chief Medical Officer of Onxeo. 

The inaugural meeting of the Scientific Advisory Board will take place on December 18, 2017 in Paris, France. 

 

Scientific Advisory Board Chair & Members 

Tomas Lindahl, (Chair) MD, FRS, FMedSci, (Fellow of the Royal Society, Fellow of the United Kingdom Academy of 
Medical Science) is a Swedish-born British scientist, recognized as one of the founders of the DNA repair field. His 
achievements include being the first to isolate DNA ligase enzymes in mammalian cells and discover the suicidal 
DNA methyltransferase. In 2015, he was jointly awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry with Paul L. Modrich, Ph.D., 
and Aziz Sancar M.D., Ph.D., for mechanistic studies of DNA repair.  

Professor Lindahl is a Fellow of the Royal Society, the Swedish National Academy of Sciences, and EMBO.   He was 
also awarded the Royal Society's Royal Medal in 2007, the INSERM Prix Etranger in 2009, and the Copley Medal in 

https://royalsociety.org/
https://royalsociety.org/awards/copley-medal/
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2010. He was the first director of Cancer Research UK-funded labs at Clare Hall in London when it opened in 1986, 
and served as its director for over 20 years. Professor Lindahl is currently Emeritus Professor at the Francis Crick 
Institute in London, as Clare Hall became part of the Institute in 2015. His distinguished career also includes 
positions at Rockefeller University, Princeton University, Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, and the University of 
Gothenburg. He is currently the Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board Committee of IFOM, (Molecular Oncology 
Institute) in Milan. 

Professor Lindahl’s work has profoundly transformed cancer research. Newer treatments, such as PARP inhibitors, 
now target the weakness in cancer cells based on faults in their DNA repair abilities. These new treatments, as well 
as promising candidates, such as Onxeo’s AsiDNA™ DNA break repair inhibitor, wouldn’t exist without the 
fundamental knowledge developed from Professor Lindahl’s research. 

Marie Dutreix, Ph.D., is Director of Research at the Centre for National Research in Science (CNRS) and the  
co-founder of DNA Therapeutics, the company acquired by Onxeo in 2016. She is an expert in DNA repair & genetic 
instability, cancer biology and radiobiology, and the inventor of the new siDNA strategy (signal interfering DNA) to 
inhibit DNA repair, the basis for AsiDNA™. Throughout her career at the Research Department of the Institut Curie, 
Dr. Dutreix has worked on developing innovative approaches to treat tumors that are resistant to conventional 
cancer treatments. Before joining the Institut Curie in Paris, she spent three years in the Department of Human 
Genetics at Yale University with Professor Charles Radding, working on genetics and biochemistry of  
DNA recombination.  

Dr. Dutreix has published over 96 articles in international peer-reviewed journals and has been awarded a number 
of highly distinguished prizes in science and entrepreneurship. She is a member of several scientific boards (Oxford 
University, Aviesan Therapeutic Innovation and European Synchrotron Research Facility) and the President of the 
French Cancer Society. Based on her outstanding accomplishments, Dr. Dutreix was awarded the National Order of 
Merit in 2013, and is a Knight of the National Legion of Honor since 2017. 

Penny Jeggo, Ph.D., is a Professorial Fellow at the Genome Damage and Stability Centre (GDSC) of the School of Life 
Sciences at the University of Sussex in Brighton, England. Dr. Jeggo has spent a significant number of years studying 
the response to DNA double strand breaks (DSBs), including pathways of DSB repair, the signaling response to DSBs 
and, more recently, the interplay between the repair pathways and the signaling response. She has identified two 
components of the DNA-dependent protein kinase (DNA-PK) enzyme as being important in DNA non-homologous 
end joining (NHEJ), a pathway by which mammalian cells repair themselves. This discovery was a major 
breakthrough in understanding the double strand break repair pathway in mammals.  

Dr. Jeggo is also an Editor for the scientific journal, DNA Repair, as well as for the International Journal of Radiation 
Biology, and Nucleic Acids Research. She was Chair and today a committee member of the UK Association for 
Radiation Research as well as secretary-treasurer of the International association of radiation research. Dr. Jeggo 
was a member of a number of organizations, including the Cancer Research UK scientific funding committee. 

Yves Pommier, M.D., Ph.D., has been with the US National Institutes of Health (NIH) since 1981. He is the Chief of 
the Developmental Therapeutics Branch and Laboratory of Molecular Pharmacology of the NIH since 1981.  
Dr. Pommier is co-Chair of the Discovery Committee of the NCI Experimental Therapeutics Program (NExT), and a 
member of the NCI Drug Development Collaborative (DDC). He is also an Honorary Professor of the Shanghai 
Institute Materia Medica, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Dr. Pommier received a Federal Technology Transfer Award 
for discovering DNA topoisomerase, HIV-1 integrase and cell cycle checkpoint inhibitors, as well as a NIH Merit 
Award for his role in elucidating the function of topoisomerases as targets for anticancer drugs.  

Today, three of the drugs he discovered are in clinical development. Dr. Pommier received the "Paul Ehrlich lecture 
award" from the French Society of Therapeutic Chemistry in 2005 based on his discovery of the Interfacial inhibition 
concept.  He is the author of over 600 publications and holds over 30 patents. He is a Senior Editor for the 
Therapeutics, Targets, and Chemical Biology section of Cancer Research, and the founding organizer of the 
"International Conferences on Retroviral Integrase: Molecular Biology and Pharmacology". Dr. Pommier is Chair of 
the 2004-2005 Gordon conferences on the Molecular Therapeutics of Cancer and was also appointed for the 2016 
and 2018 Gordon conferences on DNA Topoisomerases in Biology & Medicine. He serves on the External Advisory 
Boards of the European Institute of Chemical Biology (IECB) and on two US multi institution teams (Targeting 
APOBEC mutagenesis in breast cancer, and Understanding DNA repair alterations in prostate cancer). 

Robert Bristow, M.D., PhD, FRCPC (Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of Canada), was a Clinician-Scientist 
and Professor of the Departments of Radiation Oncology and Medical Biophysics at the University of Toronto and a 
Senior Scientist at the Princess Margaret Cancer Centre. His research interests are focused on tumor hypoxia, DNA 
damage signaling and DNA repair in tumors, and the genomics of prostate cancer progression and cancer treatment 

http://www.crick.ac.uk/research/a-z-researchers/emeritus-scientists/tomas-lindahl/
https://crick.ac.uk/research/laboratory-sites/clare-hall/history/
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/cancers-in-general/cancer-questions/can-you-tell-me-about-olaparib
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response. Dr. Bristow is particularly interested in novel clinical trials that intensify cancer therapy to prostate cancer 
patients whose tumors harbor aggressive genetic changes and hypoxic sub-regions. 

He is a member of multiple scientific advisory boards and committees, including Prostate Cancer Canada, the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation (US), the Canadian Cancer Society Research Institute, the MOVEMBER Foundation, the 
American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) and the American Society for Therapeutic Radiation Oncology 
(ASTRO). Dr. Bristow has published 250 scientific papers and book chapters. He was twice a recipient of the 
Canadian Foundation for Innovation (CFI) award, and became an ESTRO Honorary Fellow in 2011. In August 2017, 
he was appointed by The University of Manchester to lead its cancer research strategy as the new Director of the 
Manchester Cancer Research Centre (MCRC). 

Sebastian Amigorena, Ph.D., began his career at the Inserm AVENIR group in 1995 after completing a 3-year post-
doc at Yale University. He heads the Immunology Department (INSERM U932, “Cancer Immunity”) at the Institut 
Curie. His primary scientific interests overlap immunology and cell biology. Dr. Amigorena is an expert in antigen 
presentation and cross presentation in dendritic cells. He analyzed the endocytic pathway of dendritic cells and 
described several unique specializations of their phagocytic pathway, and has also made significant contributions 
to the analysis of cytotoxic T cells dynamics in vivo, during the initiation of immune responses in lymph nodes and 
during the invasion and rejection of solid tumors.  

Dr. Amigorena is a member of the French Academy of Science and EMBO. He was awarded several national and 
international awards. He has published over 200 articles that are cited over 20,000 times in the literature.  

Josef Jiricny, Ph.D., is Professor Emeritus at the Institute of Biochemistry of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 
(ETH) in Zurich. He has spent most of his career studying the biochemistry and biology of human DNA mismatch 
repair, which is linked to a predisposition to colon cancer and other organ cancers. Dr. Jiricny currently investigates 
the link between MMR malfunction and Fanconi anaemia, as well as the role of DNA repair in active DNA 
demethylation. Dr Jiricny completed two post-docs, one at King’s College, London, on the development of novel 
protecting groups for DNA synthesis, and the second at Imperial Cancer Research Fund Laboratories, London, on 
the mechanisms of DNA repair.   

He has published over 170 peer-reviewed publications, as well as a number of editorials and reviews that have 
appeared in renowned scientific journals, including Nature, Science, Cell, Molecular Cell, PNAS, Genes and 
Development. Dr. Jiricny is a member of the editorial board of the EMBO Journal, EMBO Reports and Chemistry and 
Biology since 1996. 

 
 
About Onxeo  

Onxeo (Euronext Paris, NASDAQ Copenhagen: ONXEO) is a French biotechnology company developing innovative 
oncology drugs based on DNA-targeting and epigenetics, two of the most sought-after mechanisms of action in 
cancer treatment today.  The Company is focused on bringing early-stage first-in-class or disruptive compounds 
(proprietary, acquired or in-licensed) from translational research to clinical proof-of-concept, a value-creating 
inflection point appealing to potential partners.  

Onxeo’s R&D pipeline includes belinostat, an HDAC inhibitor (epigenetics) currently being developed in oral form 
to be used in combination with other anti-cancer agents for liquid or solid tumors.  Belinostat is already conditionally 
FDA-approved in the US as a 2nd line treatment for patients with peripheral T cell lymphoma and marketed in the 
US by Onxeo’s partner, Spectrum Pharmaceuticals, under the name Beleodaq® (belinostat IV form).   

Onxeo is also developing AsiDNA™, a first-in-class DNA break repair inhibitor based on a unique decoy mechanism. 
AsiDNA™ has already successfully completed a Phase I trial in metastatic melanoma via local administration, and is 
currently being developed for systemic (IV) administration in solid tumors.  

AsiDNA™ is the first compound generated from platON™, the Company’s proprietary chemistry platform of decoy 
oligonucleotides based on three components, a sequence of double strand oligonucleotides, a linker and a cellular 
uptake facilitator. PlatON™ will continue to generate new compounds that will broaden Onxeo’s pipeline. 

For further information, please visit www.onxeo.com.  
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Forward looking statements 
 

This communication expressly or implicitly contains certain forward-looking statements concerning Onxeo and its business. Such 
statements involve certain known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors, which could cause the actual results, 
financial condition, performance or achievements of Onxeo to be materially different from any future results, performance or 
achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Onxeo is providing this communication as of this date 
and does not undertake to update any forward-looking statements contained herein as a result of new information, future 
events or otherwise. For a discussion of risks and uncertainties which could cause actual results, financial condition, performance 
or achievements of Onxeo to differ from those contained in the forward-looking statements, please refer to the section 5.5.1.4 
“Risk Factors” ("Facteurs de Risque") of the 2016 reference document filed with the Autorité des marchés financiers on April 24, 
2017 under number D.17-0423, which is available on the Autorité des marchés financiers website (www.amf-france.org) or on 
the Company’s website (www.onxeo.com).  
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