
 

 

 
 

MEDIAWAN ANNOUNCES 3 ACQUISITION PROJECTS, TO BECOME 
THE LEADING GROUP OF FICTION PRODUCERS IN FRANCE 

 

• Planned acquisition of 3 major production companies: 

✓ Acquisition of EuropaCorp’s TV business (excluding US series), which has a 
track record of successes in France and internationally including among others 
“XIII”, “No Limit”, “Les Bleus” and “Taxi Brooklyn” 

✓ Exclusive negotiations in connection with the acquisition of a majority stake in 
the Makever group, one of France’s leading producers with strong franchises 
such as “Captain Sharif”, “Kaboul Kitchen” and “The Red Band Society” 

✓ Exclusive negotiations regarding the acquisition of 60% of Mon Voisin 
Productions, created by Dominique Besnehard and Michel Feller, this company 
being the root of the TV series “Call My Agent” 

• In each case, Mediawan would be associated with the founders and longstanding 
managers to further pursue these companies’ development while strengthening 
their distribution capabilities and accelerating their international growth 

• These transactions will enable Mediawan to become France’s leading producer of 
fiction1 with a portfolio of high-visibility series and an unparalleled projects line-up 

• Following its recent breakthrough in the animated content sector (with ON Kids & 
family), these transactions further strengthen Mediawan’s ambition of being the 
independent leader in audiovisual content in Europe 

 

Paris, January 15, 2018, 6 pm (CET) - Mediawan (Ticker: MWD – ISIN: FR0013247137), an 
independent European audiovisual content platform, announces the project of acquiring majority stakes 
in three production companies: Makever, Mon Voisin Productions and Storia Television (the company 
created to take over EuropaCorp’s TV business, excluding US series). 

These companies gather together strong programs, acknowledged talents and numerous major projects 
in France and internationally. They would allow Mediawan to continue supplement its premium content 
offering and expand its production volumes, as they represented revenues of over €50 million in 2017. 
Mediawan is thus strengthening its position in European independent production, notably by becoming 
the leading French producer of TV fiction1. The new Group will have an out-and-out catalogue, with 
strong brands enabling it to be - by far - the most represented fiction producer in the 100 top French 
audiences in 2017. 

Pierre-Antoine Capton, Mediawan’s Chairman of the Board, says: “These strategic investments in 
EuropaCorp TV, Makever and Mon Voisin Productions would be another milestone in the 
implementation of Mediawan’s strategy. With an extensive offering of premium content combining fiction, 
animated content and documentaries, Mediawan is in the best position possible to meet the substantial 
market demand. We have, in France and across Europe, a unique expertise in terms of audiovisual 
content creation, and are very proud to support these teams with their international development and to 
be partner with the best creative talents of the market: producers, directors, authors and actors.” 

The companies perfectly meet Mediawan’s strategic objectives: premium content with recognized and 
strong identifiable brands, high catalogue value backed by the Group’s international network, substantial 
growth prospects and, most importantly, a pool of exceptionally talented people.  

Through these projects of acquisition, Mediawan is pursuing its strategy of bringing together major 
players in their field in order to gradually establish its position as the European independent leader in 
premium audiovisual content in fiction, animated content (stake in ON kids & family announced in 
December 2017) and documentaries (acquisition of CC&C in July 2017). 

                                                
1
 Ecran Total rankings, September 2017, cumulative production of 69 hours based on volumes broadcast during prime time in 2016/2017 



EuropaCorp Television 

Resulting from the purchase of Cipango by EuropaCorp in 2010, EuropaCorp Television incorporates 
the EuropaCorp group’s television production activities. Mediawan has today carried out the acquisition 
of part of EuropaCorp Television’s activities, including the teams, the current catalogue and all ongoing 
projects (except the US activities such as the “Taken” TV series).  

The acquired catalogue has over 250 hours of series and TV movies in French (including notably “Les 
Bleus”, “No Limit” and the “Mary Higgins Clark” TV movies’ collection) and in English (such as “XIII”, 
“Flight of The Storks” and “Taxi Brooklyn”). 

Furthermore, the group has a considerable number of projects under production and development, with 
a dozen programs due to be delivered in 2018 and 2019. This line-up includes for instance the following: 

- French spoken series under production, such as “Les Rivières Pourpres”, “Aux animaux la 
guerre”, “Docteur Alix Rocca” as well as the animated series “Arthur et les Minimoys”; 

- English spoken projects under development, such as “Life after Life” and “The Art of War”. 

This acquisition was carried out via Storia Television, a company created for this purpose, which is held 
at 80% by Mediawan and 20% by Thomas Anargyros, Cipango’s and EuropaCorp Television’s 
longstanding CEO who will chair this activity. 

 

Makever 

Created in 2002 by Stéphane Drouet and Matthieu Viala, Makever is a major player in television 
production and specializes in fiction with a diversified offer in series and TV movies.  

The Makever group is organized around 6 complementary and independent production studios with 
between 20 and 35 hours of programs produced each year, including both original contents and new 
seasons of established series.  

These production companies (Makingprod, Scarlett, Vema Production, Mademoiselle Films, 
Love My TV and Alauda Films) have talented teams enabling Makever to produce highly-successful 
programs such as: 

-  “Captain Sharif”, whose 5th season is currently released on France 2 (the previous season had 
an average of 5 million viewers, or an audience share of over 21%) and is distributed in more 
than 10 countries; 

- “Kaboul Kitchen”, a strong brand with three seasons broadcasted on Canal+ and a feature film 
under development; 

- “The Red Band Society”, a series acclaimed at the La Rochelle festival and whose first season 
will shortly be released on TF1; 

- numerous successful one-off programs or mini-series, such as “Entre 2 mères”, which gathered 
more than 7 million viewers, or “Don’t Leave Me” which received the International Emmy Awards 
for best television film in New-York last November. 

Mediawan enters into exclusive negotiations in order to acquire a majority stake in Makever’s share 
capital, through the purchase of shares owned by investors while the founders and management keep 
the remaining stake. The current team, headed by Matthieu Viala and Dominik Schmelck will work 
alongside Mediawan to continue driving Makever’s development. 

This partnership will allow Makever to accelerate its international development, either through to 
international sales or international coproductions currently under development. 

 

Mon Voisin Productions  

Mon Voisin Productions (MVP) was created in 2006 by Dominique Besnehard and Michel Feller.  The 
company has a decade of experience in the production of fiction. Initially specializing in the production 
of one-off programs and full-length feature films for the cinema, MVP recently expanded its activity into 
the production of TV series. 

The company notably produces the “Call My Agent” series, which two seasons broadcasted on France  2 
have been a major critical and popular success (the 3rd season being currently in production).  This 
series also has substantial international potential: the first two seasons are already available on Netflix, 
and on-going discussions are pending in connection with possible remakes and adaptations. 



As well as producing TV series, MVP also produces between 1 and 3 TV movies per year, such as 
another unit of in the “Meurtres à …” collection, currently under development, and feature films such as 
“Maddened by His Absence” by Sandrine Bonnaire, “Big is Beautiful” by Charlotte De Turckheim and 
movies with an international positioning like “Perfect Mothers” (“Adoration”) by Anne Fontaine. 

Mediawan has entered, via Groupe AB, into exclusive talks regarding the acquisition of a 60% stake in 
MVP, the 40% remaining with the founders and managers.  Joining forces would enable MVP’s 
international development to speed up (use of existing productions and partnerships with European 
broadcasters and producers) and will provide the company with additional resources to implement the 
best of the numerous projects currently being considered. 

 

Details of the transactions 

According to the terms of the aforementioned agreements, Mediawan (i) has acquired, through the 
Storia Television subsidiary, part of EuropaCorp Television’s business, and (ii) would purchase majority 
stakes in Makever and Mon Voisin Productions subject to the finalization of the transactional documents 
and to the usual conditions precedent for these types of transactions. 

All of these transactions could be finalized during the first quarter of 2018. 

 

 

About Mediawan  

Mediawan was incorporated in December 2015 as a Special Purpose Acquisition Company (SPAC) for 
the purpose of acquiring one or more targeted operating businesses or companies in the traditional and 
digital media content and entertainment industries in Europe. The Company was formed by Pierre-
Antoine Capton, Xavier Niel and Matthieu Pigasse, and raised €250 million in April 2016 from an initial 
public offering on the Euronext regulated market in Paris. 

In March 2017, Mediawan acquired Groupe AB and thus became an independent leader in audiovisual 
content in French-speaking Europe. The Group is active in the production and distribution of television 
series, TV movies, cartoons and documentaries and in the publication of TV channels and associated 
digital services.  

With the acquisition of CC&C in July 2017 and the entering into exclusive talks with ON kids & family in 
December 2017, Mediawan continued its growth strategy in international content in the field of fiction, 
documentaries and animated content. 

 

For further information, please visit the Mediawan website (www.mediawan.fr). 
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