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Total strengthens its position in the Mediterranean region by 
entering two exploration blocks offshore Lebanon 

 

Paris, February 9, 2018 – Total-led international consortium (Total 40%, ENI 40% and 
Novatek 20%) and the government of Lebanon have signed two Exploration and Production 
Agreements covering Blocks 4 and 9 located offshore Lebanon, in the eastern part of the 
Mediterranean Sea. These agreements provide for the drilling of at least one well per block in 
the first three years. 

“An established player in Lebanon’s marketing sector, Total is delighted to expand its 
presence in the country to the exploration & production segment. These agreements are part 
of the Group’s exploration strategy in the Mediterranean region”, stated Stéphane Michel, 
Senior Vice President Middle East/ North Africa, Exploration & Production at Total. 

The consortium's priority will be to drill a first exploration well on Block 4 in 2019.  

As for Block 9, Total and its partners are fully aware of the Israeli-Lebanese border dispute in 
the southern part of the block that covers only very limited area (less than 8% of the block’s 
surface). Given that, the main prospects are located more than 25km from the disputed area, 
the consortium confirms that the exploration well on Block 9 will have no interference at all 
with any fields or prospects located south of the border area. 

The blocks were awarded to the consortium in the frame of the 1st offshore licensing round, 
launched by the Lebanese government in January 2017. 

 

About Total 
Total is a global integrated energy producer and provider, a leading international oil and gas company, 
a major player in low-carbon energies. Our 98,000 employees are committed to better energy that is 
safer, cleaner, more efficient, more innovative and accessible to as many people as possible. As a 
responsible corporate citizen, we focus on ensuring that our operations in more than 130 countries 
worldwide consistently deliver economic, social and environmental benefits. 
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Cautionary note  
This press release, from which no legal consequences may be drawn, is for information purposes only. 
The entities in which TOTAL S.A. directly or indirectly owns investments are separate legal entities. 
TOTAL S.A. has no liability for their acts or omissions. In this document, the terms “Total” and “Total 
Group” are sometimes used for convenience where general references are made to TOTAL S.A. 
and/or its subsidiaries. Likewise, the words “we”, “us” and “our” may also be used to refer to 
subsidiaries in general or to those who work for them. 
This document may contain forward-looking information and statements that are based on a number of 
economic data and assumptions made in a given economic, competitive and regulatory environment. 
They may prove to be inaccurate in the future and are subject to a number of risk factors. Neither 
TOTAL S.A. nor any of its subsidiaries assumes any obligation to update publicly any forward-looking 
information or statement, objectives or trends contained in this document whether as a result of new 
information, future events or otherwise. 
 
 


