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Lysogene announces the nomination of Dr Ralph Laufer as          

Chief Scientific Officer and member of the executive team 

 

CAMBRIDGE, MA, US, and PARIS, France – May 15, 2018, à 5.45pm CEST – Lysogene (FR0013233475 
– LYS), a pioneering biopharmaceutical company specializing in gene therapy targeting central nervous 
system (CNS) diseases, is pleased to announce the nomination of Dr Ralph Laufer as Chief Scientific 
Officer and member of the executive team.  

Dr Ralph Laufer brings over 25 years of industry experience in drug discovery, translational research 
and drug development at large pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies. 
 
Karen Aiach, CEO and Founder of Lysogene says: « We are delighted that Ralph is joining Lysogene. 
His exceptional expertise and strong track record will be an invaluable asset during an exciting point 
in our company’s growth. Ralph shares our unwavering commitment to deliver gene therapies that 
have the potential to transform the lives of patients with significant unmet needs ». 
 
Before joining Lysogene, Dr Ralph Laufer was Senior Vice President at Teva Pharmaceutical Industries 
in Israel, where he managed small molecule discovery, nonclinical development and CMC, leading a 
team of over 400 scientists in 5 global sites.  Prior to that, he was the Scientific Director of IRBM 
Science Park, a drug discovery CRO and biotech company in Rome, Italy. Previously, Dr Laufer was 
Head of Pharmacology at IRBM-Merck Research Laboratories Rome. He is the recipient of the 
American Chemical Society 2013 Heroes of Chemistry Award for his role in the discovery of IsentressTM 
(raltegravir), the first integrase inhibitor approved for use in HIV infected patients. Dr Ralph Laufer 
originally trained as a molecular neurobiologist and his scientific achievements include the discovery 
of the tachykinin NK-3 receptor and the anti-obesity activity of ciliary neurotrophic factor. He is the 
author of about 90 scientific articles and inventor of about 20 patents. 
 
Dr Ralph Laufer obtained his PhD in Biochemistry (summa cum laude) and M.Sc. in Chemistry from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He conducted postdoctoral training at the Institut Pasteur in Paris.  
 
« I am thrilled to be joining the pioneering team at Lysogene, the leading gene therapy company in 
MPS IIIA and GM1 gangliosidosis, and to help expand and build the company’s pipeline of innovative 
therapies for severe CNS disorders » said Dr Ralph Laufer.  
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About Lysogene 
Lysogene is a gene therapy company focused on the treatment of orphan diseases of the central 
nervous system (CNS). The company has built a unique capability to enable a safe and effective 
delivery of gene therapies to the CNS to treat lysosomal diseases and other genetic disorders of the 
CNS. A pivotal clinical trial in MPS IIIA is expected to start in 2018, a phase 1-2 clinical trial in GM1 
Gangliosidosis in 2019, while we are currently collaborating with a major partner to define the strategy 
of development for the treatment of Fragile X syndrome, a genetic disease related to autism. 
www.lysogene.com 
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Forward looking statement 

This press release may contain certain forward-looking statements. Although the Company believes its 

expectations are based on reasonable assumptions, all statements other than statements of historical fact 

included in this press release about future events are subject to (i) change without notice and (ii) factors beyond 

the Company’s control. These statements may include, without limitation, any statements preceded by, 

followed by or including words such as “target,” “believe,” “expect,” “aim,” “intend,” “may,” “anticipate,” 

“estimate,” “plan,” “project,” “will,” “can have,” “likely,” “should,” “would,” “could” and other words and terms 

of similar meaning or the negative thereof. Forward-looking statements are subject to inherent risks and 

uncertainties beyond the Company’s control that could cause the Company’s actual results, performance or 

achievements to be materially different from the expected results, performance or achievements expressed or 

implied by such forward-looking statements. Except as required by law, the Company assumes no obligation to 

update these forward-looking statements publicly, or to update the reasons actual results could differ materially 

from those anticipated in the forward-looking statements, even if new information becomes available in the 

future. This press release has been prepared in both French and English. In the event of any differences between 

the two texts, the French language version shall supersede. 
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