
 
 

 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Communications Division -  www.groupe-psa.com/en -  +33 6 61 93 29 36– -  @GroupePSA & @GroupePSA_EN 

Rueil-Malmaison, 30 May 2018 

 
Groupe PSA increases SUV production capacity in Europe 
 

 Following the success of the SUV offensive led by its five brands, the Group is 
increasing production capacity in Europe to meet market demand 

 Conditions are now in place to achieve the highest levels of performance and 
quality in each of the plants concerned 

 Implementing these projects will ensure high capacity utilisation in each plant in 
the coming years 
 

The product offensive launched as part of the Push to Pass plan’s Core Model Strategy has 
led to the recent introduction of 11 SUV models by the Group’s five brands – Peugeot, 
Citroën, DS Automobiles, Opel and Vauxhall – together representing 250,000 registrations in 
Europe in the first quarter of 2018. Over the same period, the Group’s share of the European 
SUV market has risen sharply, to 16.9% beginning of 2018.  
As of end-March, the Group was among segment leaders and the offensive was being 
pursued, with the upcoming roll-out of the Citroën C5 Aircross in September in Europe.  
 
To support the rapid and sustained growth in sales and maintain its industrial agility, which is 
a strong performance driver, the Group has decided to increase its production capacity in 
Europe, using all its available resources and assets: 

- Citroën C5 Aircross starts its production in Rennes, France, along with the Peugeot 5008  

- As a result, as soon as the production in Rennes reaches its full capacity, the Peugeot 
5008 will be added to the Peugeot 3008 and the Opel Grandland X line in Sochaux, France, 
from March 2019. 

- Lastly, as soon as the production in Sochaux plant reaches its full capacity, the Opel 
Grandland X will be progressively assembled in Eisenach, Germany as from mid-2019. 

 
The industrial launch will be supported by appropriate investments, which will enable 
each plant to deliver excellent performance, high output and superior quality.  
 
These production allocations, which were made possible by the performance plans, will 
be carried out in accordance with the undertakings in the New Momentum for Growth 
agreement, signed in July 2016 by five out of six French trade unions, and will maintain 
production in France at one million vehicles. The new allocations also reflect the agreements 
negotiated with employee representatives in Germany as part of the Opel/Vauxhall 
performance plan. 
 
Yann Vincent, Executive Vice President, Manufacturing & Supply Chain, said: “These vehicle 
allocations demonstrate that economic performance plays a key role in ensuring high capacity 
utilisation over the long term. Our agile production base, which has been broadened by the 
Opel acquisition, is enabling us to meet growing customer demand for SUVs.” 
 

Opel-Vauxhall CEO, Michael Lohscheller added : “The production of the Grandland X in 
Eisenach plant demonstrates Groupe PSA’s will to invest in Germany and its trust in Opel. It 
will help us to become profitable, electric and global”. 

https://www.groupe-psa.com/en/automotive-group/industrial-performance/
https://www.groupe-psa.com/en/automotive-group/strategy/
http://www.citroen.co.uk/new-cars-and-vans/future-vehicles/new-citroen-c5-aircross-suv
http://www.peugeot.co.uk/
http://www.peugeot.co.uk/
http://www.peugeot.co.uk/new-cars/see-our-models/
https://www.opel.fr/vehicules/grandland-x/points-forts.html
https://www.groupe-psa.com/en/automotive-group/quality/
https://www.groupe-psa.com/en/newsroom/corporate-en/nouvel-elan-pour-la-croissance-1-an-deja/
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This industrial scheme completes the worldwide and multi-site strategy of SUV production in 
the Group, enabled by the platform modularity:  

- Peugeot 2008, production in Mulhouse (France), Porto Real (Brazil), Wuhan (China)  

- Peugeot 3008, production in Sochaux (France), Chulai (Vietnam), Gurun (Malaysia) et 
Walvis Bay (Namibia) 

- Peugeot 4008, production in Chengdu (China),  

- Peugeot 5008, production in Rennes and Sochaux (France), Chulai (Vietnam) and  
Chengdu (China), 

- C3 Aircross production in Zaragoza (Spain) 

- C4 Aircross, production in Wuhan (China) 

- C5 Aircross, production in Rennes (France) and Chengdu (China) 

- DS 7 Crossback, production in Mulhouse (France) and Shenzhen (China) 
- Opel/Vauxhall Grandland X, production in Sochaux (France), then Eisenach (Germany) 

and Walvis Bay (Namibia)  

- Opel/Vauxhall Crossland X, production in Zaragoza (Spain) 

- Opel/Vauxhall Mokka X, production in Zaragoza (Spain), in Bupyeong (Korea) 
 
Today, the Group operates 17 automobile production plants in nine countries in Europe.  
 

 

Media contact: Karine Douet – +33 6 61 64 03 83 – karine.douet@mpsa.com 

About Groupe PSA 

Groupe PSA designs unique automotive experiences and delivers mobility solutions to meet all customer expectations. The 
Group has five car brands, Peugeot, Citroën, DS, Opel and Vauxhall and provides a wide array of mobility and smart services 
under the Free2Move brand. Its ‘Push to Pass’ strategic plan represents a first step towards the achievement of the Group’s 
vision to be “a global carmaker with cutting-edge efficiency and a leading mobility provider sustaining lifetime customer 
relationships”. An early innovator in the field of autonomous and connected cars, Groupe PSA is also involved in financing 
activities through Banque PSA Finance and in automotive equipment via Faurecia. Find out more at groupe-psa.com/en. 
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