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About Orano 
As a recognized international operator in the field of nuclear materials, Orano delivers solutions to address present 

and future global energy and health challenges.  

Its expertise and mastery of cutting-edge technologies enable Orano to offer its customers high value-added 

products and services throughout the entire fuel cycle.  

Every day, the Orano group’s 16,500 employees draw on their skills, unwavering dedication to safety and constant 

quest for innovation, with the commitment to develop know-how in the transformation and control of nuclear 

materials, for the climate and for a healthy and resource-efficient world, now and tomorrow.  

Orano, giving nuclear energy its full value. 
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Mr. Jean Castex French Prime Minister, 
inaugurates the Extractive Metallurgy 
Innovation Center (CIME) of Orano 
 

Bessines-sur-Gartempe, September 20, 2021 

 

Jean Castex, French Prime Minister inaugurated today the new Center for Innovation in 
Extractive Metallurgy (CIME) of Orano on the Bessines-sur-Gartempe site in the New 
Aquitaine region in the presence of the Minister Delegate for Transport Jean-Baptiste 
Djebbari and many representatives of the region. 
 
During the visit, the Prime Minister had the opportunity to discover the CIME facilities 
as well as the technological solutions developed by the teams targeting a range of 
sectors including energy, environment, recycling, health, ore processing and 
engineering. 
 
This brand new industrial asset, which represents an investment of more than 30 million 
euros, will enable the Group to benefit from a cutting-edge environment to further 
intensify its support for its customers and to continue its diversification around innovative 
projects in the fields of energy transition and the circular economy. 
 
CIME will also serve to host industrial pilot tests for Orano projects under development, 
in particular for the recycling and recovery of metals. Two industrial pilots will be 
deployed on the site to test the recycling process for materials contained in electric 
vehicle batteries. This project received support from France Relance, for an amount of 
6.1 million euros, and from the Nouvelle Aquitaine region. 
 
Started in March 2019, the construction project for the building has mobilized up to 120 
people and 75 companies on the Bessines-sur-Gartempe site, most of them located in 
the region. 
 
CIME is one of the Group's main R&D centers. Following the construction of this 
platform for expertise and technological excellence, the commissioning of the facility on 
May 17, 2021 marks an important step in the modernization of Orano's industrial assets. 
 
Claude Imauven, Chairman of Orano's Board of Directors, said: "The CIME lies at the 
heart of the industrial fabric of the Nouvelle-Aquitaine region and we are proud of our 
longstanding regional presence. The sites and plants of our nuclear industry are a great 
asset for enabling an industrial and economic revival in keeping with today’s climate 
objectives".  
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Philippe Knoche, Chief Executive Officer of Orano, declared: "The investments for our 
new innovation center have enabled us to definitively transform a former mining site into 
a technological center of excellence, with all the backing of the Orano group's skills in 
industrial, mining and medical research". 
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