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PUBLICIS GROUPE EXITS RUSSIA WHILE SECURING  
A FUTURE FOR ITS PEOPLE 

  
Paris – March 15, 2022 - Publicis Groupe [Euronext Paris FR0000130577, CAC 40] today 
announces that it is stopping its business and investments in Russia by ceding the ownership of its 
agencies to local management, effective immediately.  
   
Publicis Groupe is handing over control of its Russian operations to Sergey Koptev, Founding 
Chairman of Publicis in Russia, with the clear contractual condition of ensuring a future for employees 
there.   
  
“Since the start of the invasion, we have been working on exiting Russia as we strongly condemn 
the unilateral aggression against Ukraine. We were committed to taking strong actions that fully 
respond to the gravity of the situation. But we were determined to take the necessary time to come 
with a solution that was truly people-first, because our 1200 employees in Russia are our people too. 
We couldn’t just abandon them. By ceding control of our Russian operations to Sergey, we are 
securing a future path for our colleagues while immediately stopping all of our operations, 
engagement and investment in Russia”, said Arthur Sadoun, CEO & Chairman of Publicis Groupe.  
  
 As the violence and humanitarian crises in Ukraine deepen, Publicis’ first priority remains the safety 

of its people and their families. The Groupe is more committed than ever to bringing them the 
security, relocation and financial support they need in this incredibly difficult time.  
  
“The safety of our people in Ukraine remains our number one focus. We are in daily contact with all 
350 of them on an individual basis and doing everything we can to protect them. From security alert 
systems, to psychological and mental health support, to help with visas, or guaranteeing salaries for 
everyone for the entire year, we will continue to stand by their side, be exhaustive in the solutions 
we bring and immediate in the aid we provide” Sadoun added.  
  
About Publicis Groupe - The Power of One 

Publicis Groupe [Euronext Paris FR0000130577, CAC 40] is a global leader in communication. The Groupe is positioned 

at every step of the value chain, from consulting to execution, combining marketing transformation and digital business 

transformation. Publicis Groupe is a privileged partner in its clients’ transformation to enhance personalization at scale. 

The Groupe relies on ten expertise concentrated within four main activities: Communication, Media, Data and Technology. 

Through a unified and fluid organization, its clients have a facilitated access to all its expertise in every market. Present in 

over 100 countries, Publicis Groupe employs around 87,000 professionals. 

www.publicisgroupe.com | Twitter: @PublicisGroupe | Facebook | LinkedIn | YouTube | Viva la Difference! 
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