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About Orano 
As a leading international operator in the field of nuclear materials, Orano delivers solutions to address present 

and future global energy and health challenges. Its expertise and mastery of cutting-edge technologies enable 

Orano to offer its customers high value-added products and services throughout the entire fuel cycle. Every day, 

the Orano group’s 18,000 employees draw on their skills, unwavering dedication to safety and constant quest for 

innovation, with the commitment to develop know-how in the transformation and control of nuclear materials, for 

the climate and for a healthy and resource-efficient world, now and tomorrow.  
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Orano condemns illegal shipment of uranium 
stored at the SOMAÏR site 

Paris, November 27, 2025 

Today, Orano learned from media reports that a shipment of uranium had left the 
SOMAÏR mining site in Arlit, northern Niger. 
 
Orano states that it is not the initiator of this shipment and strongly condemns it. 
 
Having lost operational control of its Niger mines since December 2024, the group has 
no official information on the quantity of uranium transported, its final destination, or the 
conditions under which this transport was undertaken in terms of safety and security.  
 
This shipment is in breach of the decision handed down in favor of Orano on September 
23, 2025, by the ICSID arbitration tribunal in the dispute between Orano and the State 
of Niger concerning the SOMAÏR uranium mine. The court of arbitration had ordered 
the State of Niger “not to sell, transfer, or even facilitate the transfer to third parties of 
uranium produced by SOMAÏR” held in violation of Orano's rights. 
 
Orano will continue to steadfastly defend its interests and reserves the right to take any 
additional action necessary, in particular criminal proceedings, including against third 
parties, in the event of preemption of the material in violation of its offtake rights.   
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