
 
 
 

 

Press release 
 

 
Alcatel-Lucent names Robert Vrij as head of the Americas Region  

 
 
Paris, October 29, 2008 - Alcatel-Lucent (Euronext Paris and NYSE: ALU) today announced that 
Robert Vrij, an executive with over 15 years of senior management experience, will join the 
company as head of the Americas Region effective immediately.  
 
Vrij will report to Alcatel-Lucent CEO Ben Verwaayen and will be responsible for overseeing all 
of the company’s sales and operations in North America and CALA (Caribbean and Latin America.)  
He will be a member of the company’s management committee and his office will be in Murray 
Hill, New Jersey, the headquarters for the Americas region. 
 
“Robert is a seasoned executive with deep industry experience, strong customer relationship 
skills and a proven track record in the industry running multi-national operations,” said 
Verwaayen. “He understands our business, our industry, our customers and our employees. I 
know he will bring a fresh perspective for how we can better serve our customers in the region.”  
 
“I believe Alcatel-Lucent is a company with a lot of potential and opportunity,” said Vrij. “I look 
forward to working with such a talented and dedicated team of people to focus all of the 
company’s many assets to instill a culture of quality and innovation to meet and exceed our 
commitments to customers.”  
 
Most recently Robert was president and chief executive officer of Openwave Systems where he 
reduced total expenses in excess of 30%, improved gross margins, rationalized the portfolio, 
delivered new technology leading products to market and put the company on a path to 
profitability.  
 
During his career Vrij has held a variety of executive positions in sales, professional services, 
customer support and product management in both wireline and wireless market segments. From 
2004 to 2007 he was the Senior Vice President of Worldwide Sales and Marketing Solutions with 
Genband Inc, a provider of IP solutions to service providers. He also held senior sales positions 
with Nextiraone (now Blackbox) a reseller of converged telephony products for the enterprise 
market.   
 
Vrij also held leadership positions with Lucent Technologies from 1999 to 2002 including 
responsibility for the company’s wireline business in the Europe and Middle East Region. And 
from 1993 to 1997 he held a number of sales, marketing and management positions with AT&T’s 
global and regional joint ventures including as director of worldwide voice and data services and 
channel management operations.    
 
Vrij holds a Bachelor of Business Administration (Marketing) degree from Southwest Texas State 
University in San Marcos, Texas and a Masters of Business Administration from St. Thomas 
University in Houston, Texas.  
 
He served on the Executive Committee and Board of Directors for CTIA (Cellular 
Telecommunications Industry Association) and as a board member of CTM (Institute for 
Communication Technology Management).  
 
 
 
 



About Alcatel-Lucent 
Alcatel-Lucent (Euronext Paris and NYSE: ALU) provides solutions that enable service providers, enterprises and 
governments worldwide, to deliver voice, data and video communication services to end-users. As a leader in fixed, 
mobile and converged broadband networking, IP technologies, applications and services, Alcatel-Lucent offers the 
end-to-end solutions that enable compelling communications services for people at home, at work and on the move. 
With operations in more than 130 countries, Alcatel-Lucent is a local partner with global reach. The company has the 
most experienced global services team in the industry, and one of the largest research, technology and innovation 
organizations in the telecommunications industry. Alcatel-Lucent achieved revenues of Euro 17.8 billion in 2007 and is 
incorporated in France, with executive offices located in Paris. For more information, visit Alcatel-Lucent on the 
Internet: http://www.alcatel-lucent.com 
 
Alcatel-Lucent Press Contacts 
Régine Coqueran Tel: + 33 (0)1 40 76 49 24 regine.coqueran@alcatel-lucent.com 
Mary Ward Tel: + 1 908 582 7658 mary.ward@alcatel-lucent.com 
 
Alcatel-Lucent Investor Relations 
Rémi Thomas Tel: + 33 (0)1 40 76 50 61 remi.thomas@alcatel-lucent.com  
Tom Bevilacqua Tel: + 1 908-582-7998 bevilacqua@alcatel-lucent.com  
Tony Lucido Tel: + 33 (0)1 40 76 49 80 alucido@alcatel-lucent.com 
Don Sweeney Tel: + 1 908 582 6153 dsweeney@alcatel-lucent.com 

 


