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EDF and ENEL seal an industrial 
partnership for the development of 
nuclear energy in Italy at the Franco-
Italian summit 

 
 
 
 
During the Franco-Italian summit now taking place in Rome, in the presence of the 
French President and the President of the Italian Council, EDF and ENEL confirmed the 
signing of two industrial agreements on the development of nuclear energy, following the 
previous agreement in Nice in November 2007. 
 
The first agreement announced today sets up a 50/50 consortium between EDF and 
ENEL to look into the feasibility of developing a least four nuclear reactors based on 
EPR technology in Italy. The agreement will therefore enable EDF to participate in the 
nuclear programme that ENEL is expecting to develop in Italy, although at this stage 
construction is still dependent on changes in the legislative and regulatory framework 
and on the technological choices.  
 
A second agreement also plans to extend ENEL’s participation in the French new 
nuclear programme and to join forces with the Italian Group in the construction and 
operation of the new EPR reactor at Penly (Seine Maritime). ENEL already has a 12.5% 
interest in the EPR under construction at Flamanville (Manche) and will take a similar 
holding, alongside other partners, in the second French EPR to be built by EDF and 
brought into service in 2017.  
 
This partnership is consistent with the industrial partnership that the two companies 
signed up to in 2007 and provides for ENEL to participate in France’s 3rd generation 
nuclear programme under EDF’s plans for EPRs in France between now and 2023. EDF 
also has the option to take part in any nuclear projects that ENEL develops in Europe 
and in particular in Italy. 
 
EDF’s Chairman and Chief Executive, Pierre Gadonneix, says: "The partnership 
between EDF and ENEL will help strengthen relations between France and Italy in a 
strategic sector for the future of both countries. EDF is delighted to be able to participate, 
at the appropriate time, to the development of new EPR reactors in Italy. EDF is also 
delighted to include a major industrial partner like ENEL in its plans to build a new EPR 
reactor in France. The agreement continues the fruitful co-operation between our two 
companies that began with the current construction of the Flamanville EPR, in 
Normandy, aimed at developing safe, competitive energy free of CO2 emissions and 
guarantee security of supply in Europe. " 
 

 
Press contact:    Carole Trivi :    + 33 (1) 40 42 44 19 / + 33 (1) 40 42 46 37    

 
The EDF Group, one of the leaders in the energy market in Europe, is an integrated energy company active in all businesses: 
production, transport, distribution, energy selling and trading. The Group is the leading electricity producer in Europe. In 
France, it has mainly nuclear and hydraulic production facilities where 95% of the electricity output involves no CO2 
emissions. EDF’s transport and distribution subsidiaries operate 1,246,000 km of low and medium voltage overhead and 
underground electricity lines and around 100,000 km of high and very high voltage networks. The Group is involved in 
supplying energy and services to more than 38 million customers around the world, including more than 28 million in France. 
The Group generated consolidated sales of € 64,3 billion in 2007, of which 47% in Europe excluding France. EDF is listed on 
the Paris Stock Exchange and is a member of the CAC 40 index. 
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