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EDF gets involved in supercritical 
coal-burning technology for 
generating electricity in China 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The EDF Group has just received the approval from the Chinese authorities to 
acquire a 35% holding in a joint venture with Chinese partners to operate two     
600 MW units of a supercritical coal-burning thermal power station in the province 
of Henan, brought on line in 2007 at Sanmenxia. 

 
China Datang Corporation (CDC), one of China’s leading electricity producers and 
the municipality of Sanmenxia will own 60% and 5% respectively of the joint 
venture. The EDF Group’s investment amounts to around 35 million euros. 

 
This share holding is taken as part of the industrial co-operation agreed with CDC 
in 2006 for the joint development of investment projects to operate and run 
electricity generating installations in China. It is also a sign of the confidence the 
Chinese government has shown in the EDF Group, a long-standing partner in the 
energy sector. 

 
The transaction will allow the EDF Group to extend its experience of Chinese 
supercritical coal technology, which is one of the most efficient in the world. China, 
which produces 75% of its electricity from coal-burning power stations, is at the 
leading edge of this technology, which is vital if the country’s energy needs are to 
be met while limiting environmental impact by reducing CO2 emissions.  

 
Since 2006, China has been bringing an average of 68 GW of coal-burning 
generating capacity into service each year, the equivalent of France’s nuclear 
production fleet.  

 
 

Press contact:        Carole Trivi:        + 33 (1) 40 42 44 19 / + 33 (1) 40 42 46 37 
Analysts contact:    David Newhouse: + 33 (1) 40 42 32 45 

 
 

The EDF Group, one of the leaders in the energy market in Europe, is an integrated energy company active in all businesses: 
production, transport, distribution, energy selling and trading. The Group is the leading electricity producer in Europe. In 
France, it has mainly nuclear and hydraulic production facilities where 95% of the electricity output involves no CO2 
emissions. EDF’s transport and distribution subsidiaries operate 1,246,000 km of low and medium voltage overhead and 
underground electricity lines and around 100,000 km of high and very high voltage networks. The Group is involved in 
supplying energy and services to more than 38 million customers around the world, including more than 28 million in France. 
The Group generated consolidated sales of € 64,3 billion in 2007, of which 47% in Europe excluding France. EDF is listed on 
the Paris Stock Exchange and is a member of the CAC 40 index. 
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