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Roissy, Amstelveen, March 8th 2010 
 

FEBRUARY 2010 TRAFFIC 
 
Passenger 
4 3.5 point improvement in load factor to 77.7% 
4 Traffic down 0.6% for capacity reduced by 5.0% 
  
Cargo 
4 Significant rise in load factor (+8.3 points) to 70.8% 
4 Traffic down 2.1% for capacity reduced by 13.5% 
 
 
Following the significant capacity adjustments realised by the group over the past year, which 
have weighed on revenues, the recovery in load factors in both passenger and cargo aircraft 
continues. Unit revenues per available seat or ton kilometer are improving relative to the 
extremely low base of 2009.  However, pressure on unit revenues remains strong on certain zones 
and in premium class in general.  
 
 
Passenger business 
 
Activity in February was affected by adverse weather conditions as well as four days of strikes by French 
Air Traffic controllers. The impact of these factors on revenues is estimated at some 22 million euros. 
Nevertheless the decline in traffic was limited to 0.6% while capacity was reduced by 5.0%, enabling the 
load factor to gain 3.5 points to 77.7%. The group carried 4.8 million passengers (-2.2%). Since January, 
comparables benefit from a favourable base.  
 
Unit revenue per available seat kilometer (RASK) excluding currency was above the level of February 
2009.    
 
- On the Americas network traffic was slightly up by 0.2% with capacity down by 7.1%. The load factor 

gained 5.8 points to 80.1%. Load factors improved both on North and Latin American routes.  
 
- Traffic was virtually stable on the Asia network (-0.4%) with capacity down 3.9%.The load factor 

gained 3.0 points to 86.1%, confirming the progressive recovery in demand volume on this network.  
 
- On the Africa and Middle East network, the decline in traffic was in line with that of capacity (-2.3% 

and -2.5% respectively). The load factor rose 0.2 points to 75.4%. 
 
- The Caribbean and Indian Ocean network saw traffic rise by 3.0% for stable capacity (-0.3%). As a 

result the load factor gained 2.7 points to 84.0%. 
 
- On the European network, seve rely affected by the adverse weather conditions and the air traffic 

control strike, capacity was reduced by 7.7%. The drop in traffic was limited to 3.3% enabling the load 
factor to progress by 2.9 points to 63.6%. 

 
Cargo business 
 
Cargo was also affected by the weather conditions and the strikes. Traffic was down 2.1% for capacity 
reduced by 13.5%. The load factor gained 8.3 points to 70.8%. Unit revenues per available ton kilometer 
(RATK) continued to improve relative to February 2009.  
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STATISTICS  
Passenger activity (in millions) 

   February    Year to date   
Total Group 2010 2009 Variation   2009-10 2008-09 Variation 
Passengers carried (000s) 4,779 4,885 (2.2%)  65,500 68,756 (4.7%) 
Revenue pax-kilometers (RPK) 13,979 14,061 (0.6%)  185,676 193,030 (3.8%) 
Available seat-kilometers (ASK) 17,993 18,942 (5.0%)  230,178 241,123 (4.5%) 
Load factor (%) 77.7% 74.2% 3.5  80.7% 80.1% 0.6 
Europe (including France)        
Passengers carried (000s) 3,169 3,289 (3.7%)  44,514 47,158 (5.6%) 
Revenue pax-kilometers (RPK) 2,423 2,507 (3.3%)  35,565 37,464 (5.1%) 
Available seat-kilometers (ASK) 3,807 4,124 (7.7%)  50,647 53,648 (5.6%) 
Load factor (%) 63.6% 60.8% 2.9  70.2% 69.8% 0.4 
Americas        
Passengers carried (000s) 541 541 (0.0%)  8,329 8,679 (4.0%) 
Revenue pax-kilometers (RPK) 4,145 4,136 0.2%  62,167 64,894 (4.2%) 
Available seat-kilometers (ASK) 5,178 5,571 (7.1%)  72,208 77,251 (6.5%) 
Load factor (%) 80.1% 74.2% 5.8  86.1% 84.0% 2.1 
Asia / Pacific        
Passengers carried (000s) 412 402 2.6%  4,918 5,131 (4.2%) 
Revenue pax-kilometers (RPK) 3,425 3,439 (0.4%)  42,098 44,278 (4.9%) 
Available seat-kilometers (ASK) 3,978 4,139 (3.9%)  49,589 52,280 (5.1%) 
Load factor (%) 86.1% 83.1% 3.0  84.9% 84.7% 0.2 
Africa / Middle East        
Passengers carried (000s) 394 401 (1.7%)  5,026 5,021 0.1% 
Revenue pax-kilometers,(RPK) 2,104 2,152 (2.3%)  26,510 26,498 0.0% 
Available seat-kilometers,(ASK) 2,790 2,862 (2.5%)  33,750 33,283 1.4% 
Load factor (%) 75.4% 75.2% 0.2  78.5% 79.6% (1.1) 
Caribbean / Indian,Ocean        
Passengers carried (000s) 263 251 4.5%  2,713 2,767 (2.0%) 
Revenue pax-kilometers (RPK) 1,882 1,828 3.0%  19,336 19,897 (2.8%) 
Available seat-kilometers (ASK) 2,239 2,246 (0.3)%  23,984 24,662 (2.7%) 
Load factor (%) 84.0% 81.4% 2.7  80.6% 80.7% (0.1) 

 
Cargo activity (in millions)  

  February   Year to date 
Total Group 2010 2009 Variation   2009-10 2008-09 * Variation 
Revenue tonne-km (RTK)  867 885 (2.1%)  10,134 11,924 (15.0%) 
Available tonne-km (ATK) 1,224 1,416 (13.5%)  15,356 18,478 (16.9%) 
Load factor (%) 70.8% 62.5% 8.3  66.0% 64.5% 1.5 
Europe (including France)        
Revenue tonne-km (RTK)  6 6 (0.9%)  67 70 (4.1%) 
Available tonne-km (ATK) 36 36 0.1%  459 481 (4.7%) 
Load factor (%) 16.1% 16.3% (0.2)  14.7% 14.6% 0.1 
Americas        
Revenue tonne-km (RTK)  347 357 (2.8%)  3,838 4,296 (10.7%) 
Available tonne-km (ATK) 473 533 (11.3%)  5,841 6,524 (10.5%) 
Load factor (%) 73.4% 67.0% 6.4  65.7% 65.9% (0.1) 
Asia / Pacific        
Revenue tonne-km (RTK)  326 336 (2.9%)  4,195 5,418 (22.6%) 
Available tonne-km (ATK) 399 520 (23.2%)  5,460 7,849 (30.4%) 
Load factor (%) 81.7% 64.6% 17.1  76.8% 69.0% 7.8 
Africa / Middle East         
Revenue tonne-km (RTK)  151 145 4.1%  1,605 1,638 (2.0%) 
Available tonne-km (ATK) 228 228 (0.0%)  2,581 2,531 2.0% 
Load factor (%) 66.1% 63.5% 2.6  62.2% 64.7% (2.5) 
Caribbean / Indian Ocean        
Revenue tonne-km (RTK)  37 41 (10.0%)  429 502 (14.5%) 
Available tonne-km (ATK) 89 100 (10.9%)  1,016 1,092 (7.0%) 
Load factor (%) 41.6% 41.1% 0.4  42.2% 45.9% (3.7) 

* Including Martinair  

 

 


