
 

       
 

Confirmation of the strategic benefits of the Guépard program, coordinated by Soitec 
 

• Dedicated to the development of a new generation of highly efficient solar cells, the Guépard 
program is one of those selected by “Invest for the Future” (French investment government 
program) 

• The European Commission’s recent authorization of this financing will allow Soitec to receive 
government support of €21.3 million 

 
Bernin, France, December 5, 2013 - Soitec (Euronext Paris), a world leader in generating and manufacturing 
revolutionary semiconductor materials for the electronic and energy industries, has just been informed that the 
European Commission has approved the financing for the Guépard program. This program was launched to develop 
a new generation of highly efficient photovoltaic cells. It was selected in April 2012 by the “Invest for the Future” 
(Investissements d’Avenir) program, which is managed by the French environment and energy management agency 
(ADEME - Agence de l'Environnement et de la Maîtrise de l'Energie). As well as Soitec, which is coordinating the 
program, Guépard brings together the French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission (CEA), and an 
SME, InPACT. For all these partners together it represents total investment of €68.9 million over five years. The 
European Commission’s notification to the French government of its funding approval will give Soitec access to 
€21.3 million in government support. This approval demonstrates the value of the Guépard program in developing a 
high added-value solar industry in France and in Europe based on concentrating photovoltaic (CPV) technology. 
 
Soitec is currently one of the world’s main suppliers of CPV systems, whose production of electricity has proved 
particularly efficient and competitive in regions with high levels of sunshine. By using optical lenses to concentrate 
light onto multi-junction cells, CPV technology already offers yields more than twice as high those of standard 
photovoltaic technologies. 
 
The Guépard project aims at a major technological breakthrough: developing a new generation of solar cells to 
achieve previously unreachable efficiency levels in converting solar energy to electricity. With its portfolio of key 
technologies in the transfer of semiconducting materials, Soitec has the expertise and knowledge required to create 
four-junction solar cells, something that is impossible using traditional technologies. The recent world record in 
efficiency (44.7%) reached in September following preliminary work carried out with Fraunhofer ISE, CEA-Leti 
and Berlin’s Helmholtz Centre confirms the viability of the four-junction concept. 
 
“With the Guépard program, our ambition is to allow our CPV technology to achieve unequalled levels of efficiency 
and competitiveness,” noted André-Jacques Auberton-Hervé, chairman of Soitec. “We are particularly pleased to 
have received funding approval from the European Commission for this ambitious program, which is strategically 
important not only for Soitec but also for the opportunities it will create in France and the rest of Europe. This 
reflects the credit given to our work and our expertise. We would like to thank the French Prime Minister, the 
French General Investment Commission, CGI, and the French Environment and Energy Management Agency, 
ADEME, for the support and the policy of promoting innovation as part of the “Invest for the Future” program.” 



 
Key figures on Guépard, an achievement made possible thanks to ADEME thru the “Invest for the Future” 

program sponsored by the French Government. 
 
Guépard has been selected in April 2012 as part of the low-carbon energy section of the “Invest for the Future” 
program.  
Aim:  development of a new generation of solar cells with unprecedented yield for use in concentrator photovoltaic 
(CPV) systems 
Start date: May 2012 
Duration:  5 years 
Coordinator:  Soitec 
Partners: CEA (French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission) and InPACT (French SME) 
Total budget for all partners: €68.9 million over five years 
Public support to Soitec authorized by the European Commission: €21.3 million, including €5.9 million in 
direct subsidies and €15.4 million in repayable advances 

 
 
 
About Soitec: Soitec is an international manufacturing company, a world leader in generating and manufacturing 
revolutionary semiconductor materials at the frontier of the most exciting energy and electronic challenges. Soitec’s 
products include substrates for microelectronics (most notably SOI: Silicon-on-Insulator) and concentrator 
photovoltaic systems (CPV). The company’s core technologies are Smart Cut™, Smart Stacking™ and 
Concentrix™, as well as expertise in epitaxy. Applications include consumer and mobile electronics, 
microelectronics-driven IT, telecommunications, automotive electronics, lighting products and large-scale solar 
power plants. Soitec has manufacturing plants and R&D centers in France, Singapore, Germany and the United 
States. For more information, visit: www.soitec.com. 
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