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VINCI wins contract for East works package of Thames Tideway Tunnel in London 

• 7 years of works for London’s “Super Sewer” 
• Renewed confidence following Lee Tunnel success 

 

VINCI Construction Grands Projets and Bachy Soletanche Ltd (respectively 40% and 20%, VINCI subsidiaries), in 
a joint venture with Costain (40%), have signed the contract for the East works package of the Thames Tideway 
Tunnel. The contract is worth €858 million (£605 million). 

The works package includes the construction of two sections of tunnel, a main tunnel (5.5 km) and a connecting 
tunnel (4.6 km) for combined rainwater and wastewater to the east of London. Located between 45 and 65 
metres below ground, the two tunnels will be excavated using slurry pressure balance tunnel boring machines. 
The main tunnel will have an interior diameter of 7.20 metres, while that of the connecting tunnel will be 5 
metres. The East section also includes the construction of five large shafts (diameters of between 17 and 25 
metres), maritime works on the Thames, structures connecting with the existing wastewater collection system 
and electromechanical works packages. 

A project optimisation phase (design, methods, etc.) is starting immediately. The launch of works on the site is 
planned for 2016, with delivery scheduled for 2023. 

The East works package is one of three making up the Thames Tideway Tunnel, a programme that calls for the 
construction of a total of 25 km of tunnels. The Thames Tideway Tunnel is urgently needed to help tackle the 
issue of discharges of untreated sewage into the tidal River Thames and ensure that London’s sewerage system 
is fit for the 21st century.  

This contract follows on from that for the Lee Tunnel, which VINCI Construction Grands Projets and Bachy 
Soletanche started building to the east of London in January 2010. 

VINCI Construction Grands Projets is part of a lineage of 100-year-old companies whose names are associated 
with impressive achievements worldwide, currently operating in 26 countries, including United Kingdom. It 
designs and builds major civil engineering structures (tunnels, bridges, dams, LNG tanks, road and rail 
infrastructure) and buildings (airports, skyscrapers, major facilities, etc.). As a complement to the company's 
high level of expertise, its consummate engineering skills and expert project management abilities, VINCI 
Construction Grands Projets practices a policy of involvement at the local level wherever it operates, enabling it 
to deploy wide-ranging yet modular solutions. 

Bachy Soletanche Ltd is Soletanche Bachy’s British subsidiary (Soletanche Freyssinet). It has participated in most 
of the major infrastructure projects in the United Kingdom, providing its geotechnical expertise for Heathrow’s 
Terminal 5, the extension of the Jubilee Line, the Tyne Tunnel in Newcastle, the M74 at Glasgow and the 
Channel Tunnel Rail Link (CTRL), including in particular the refurbishment of St Pancras railway station. 
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About VINCI 
VINCI is a global player in concessions and construction, employing more than 185,000 people in some 100 countries. We design, finance, build and 
operate infrastructure and facilities that help improve daily life and mobility for all. Because we believe in all-round performance, above and beyond 
economic and financial results, we are committed to operating in an environmentally and socially responsible manner. And because our projects are in the 
public interest, we consider that reaching out to all our stakeholders and engaging in dialogue with them is essential in the conduct of our business 
activities. 
www.vinci.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


