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Paris and Chicago, November 2, 2015

Danone and Mérieux NutriSciences
enter into a global food safety partnership

Danone and Mérieux NutriSciences have today entered into a worldwide food safety
partnership covering strategic fields for both companies. The partnership will run for an
indefinite period.
Food safety in the 21st century demands impeccable risk assessment and control throughout
the product lifecycle, from design to consumption, and is one of the foundations of Danone’s
mission to bring health through food to as many people as possible. In order to meet and set
the highest standards in every region where it operates, the company already deploys an
extensive system of governance, including rigorous sourcing and manufacturing procedures,
scientific tests on ingredients and finished products, and the consultation and support of
international experts.
With almost 50 years of experience in food safety and quality, an extensive global footprint
of 80 laboratories in 20 countries, and a leadership position in its expertise areas, Mérieux
NutriSciences is exceptionally well positioned to meet the evolving needs of Danone.
Mérieux NutriSciences has been providing support to Danone for decades.
Under the terms of this new and extended collaboration, Mérieux NutriSciences becomes
Danone’s privileged partner for routine food safety testing worldwide. In addition, its research
and food safety expert teams will provide expert support and services to better anticipate
and manage specific or unexpected food safety situations. Mérieux NutriSciences' state-ofthe-art food safety and quality data management solution is also being adapted to meet
Danone’s exceptionally demanding requirements. This tool's enhanced web-based
effectiveness will make an important contribution as Danone strengthens its food safety
capabilities further.
Emmanuel Faber, Chief Executive Officer of Danone, said: “Our consumers rely on us to
tolerate no compromise whatsoever when it comes to food safety, and we strive to bring the
very highest level of scientific and management expertise to bear at all times. At Danone, we

already have world-class in-house expertise and management systems. But in such fastchanging fields, we are also keen to benefit from strong partnerships with top external
experts wherever we operate. Which is why we are delighted to sign this agreement with
Mérieux NutriSciences.”
Philippe Sans, Chief Executive Officer of Mérieux NutriSciences, commented: “Mérieux
NutriSciences is dedicated to supporting food companies in protecting consumers’ health,
meeting the most advanced requirements expected by international food manufacturers and
retailers. We are very proud that our expertise is recognized by a company like Danone that
is looking for the best possible food safety expertise and support on a global basis.”

About Danone
With its mission to bring health through food to as many people as possible, Danone is a world leading food
company built on four business lines: Fresh Dairy Products, Early Life Nutrition, Waters and Medical Nutrition.
Through its dual economic and social project, and its mission, the company aims to create shared value for all its
stakeholders: its 100,000 employees, consumers, customers, suppliers and shareholders.
Present in over 130 markets, the company generated sales of €21.1 billion in 2014, with more than half in
emerging countries. The company's brand portfolio features international brands (Activia, Actimel, Danette,
Danonino, Danio, Evian, Volvic, Nutrilon/Aptamil, Nutricia) and local brands (Prostokvashino, Aqua, Bonafont,
Mizone, Blédina, Cow & Gate, Dumex).
Listed on Euronext Paris and on the OTCQX market via an ADR (American Depositary Receipt) program,
Danone is a component stock of leading social responsibility indexes including the Dow Jones Sustainability
Indexes, Vigeo and the Ethibel Sustainability Index. Danone is also ranked no. 1 in the 2013 ATNI index.

About Mérieux NutriSciences
As part of Institut Mérieux, Mérieux NutriSciences is dedicated to protecting consumers’ health throughout the
world, by delivering a wide range of testing and consulting services to the food & nutrition, agrochemicals,
pharma and cosmetics industries.
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