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EUROVISION TAKES KU-BAND CAPACITY ON EUTELSAT W2A SATELLITE AND 

BOOKS FIRST PERMANENT C-BAND CAPACITY FOR AFRICA COVERAGE 

 

Paris, June 15, 2009 

Eurovision and Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL) announced today that they 

are further strengthening their longstanding collaboration with two new contracts inked for 

capacity on Eutelsat’s W2A satellite in the Ku-band and in the C-band. 

Eurovision, the premier distributor of sports and news content for the world’s top broadcast 

and media platforms will incorporate the new capacity in its global network to provide 

variable bandwidth capabilities including HD and the highest quality multichannel audio. 

“Eurovision has over 50 years of experience in putting live sports and news programming 

exactly where broadcasters and federations want it, in a seamless, reliable and cost-

effective way. We are delighted to extend our agreement with Eutelsat for this vital leg in our 

worldwide video network. Eutelsat consistently deliver us highly reliable and secure services, 

which are critical for our operations,” said Stefan Kuerten, Director of Eurovision Operations. 

 

Using Ku-band capacity with pan-European coverage, Eurovision has decided to consolidate 

the European part of its network at two Eutelsat locations: at 10 degrees East, using its 

newly-leased capacity on W2A and at the historical 7 degrees East position occupied by 

Eutelsat’s W3A satellite. 

 

Eurovision has also selected W2A for its first permanent lease of C-band capacity to 

facilitate exchanges between Europe and Africa. This full-time multi-year lease replaces 

temporary C-band capacity previously leased on satellites operated by other companies and 

enables Eurovision to pursue its objective to develop a platform for contribution links 

between the two continents. The capacity was initiated with the FIFA Confederations Cup, 

which is taking place from 14 to 28 June in South Africa, and which will be followed in 2010 

by the World Cup, also hosted by South Africa.  

 

Commenting on the contracts, Olivier Milliès-Lacroix, Eutelsat Commercial Director said: 

“We are delighted to continue to satisfy the requirements of Eurovision, which sets global 

standards for the quality and sheer volume of news and sports exchanges around the globe. 



It is a privilege to have won their confidence with W2A for their new permanent C-band 

platform which will enable Eurovision to continue to expand its network capabilities, add to 

its range of services and rise to the fast-paced challenges of the broadcast industry.” 

 

Launched on 3 April and in service since 19 May, the high-capacity W2A satellite almost 

triples resources at Eutelsat’s 10 degrees East position, one of the most longstanding 

locations in Europe and Africa for professional video, data and Internet services. 

 

About Eurovision 
Eurovision is a department of the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), the largest association of 
national broadcasters in the world. Eurovision operates a global fibre and satellite platform dedicated 
to the delivery of top sports and news events to the international broadcast and media market. A 
community of more than 3000 broadcasters around the world is directly connected to the Eurovision 
platform. 
For further information please contact: marketing@eurovision.net 
 
About Eutelsat Communications 
Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL, ISIN code: FR0010221234) is the holding company 
of Eutelsat S.A.. With capacity commercialised on 27 satellites that provide coverage over the entire 
European continent, as well as the Middle East, Africa, India and significant parts of Asia and the 
Americas, Eutelsat is one of the world's three leading satellite operators in terms of revenues. At 31 
December 2008, Eutelsat’s satellites were broadcasting 3,200 television channels and 1,100 radio 
stations. More than 1,100 channels broadcast via its HOT BIRD™ video neighbourhood at 13 
degrees East which serves over 120 million cable and satellite homes in Europe, the Middle East and 
North Africa. The Group’s satellites also serve a wide range of fixed and mobile telecommunications 
services, TV contribution markets, corporate networks, and broadband markets for Internet Service 
Providers and for transport, maritime and in-flight markets. Eutelsat's broadband subsidiary, Skylogic, 
markets and operates services through teleports in France and Italy that serve enterprises, local 
communities, government agencies and aid organisations in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas. 
Headquartered in Paris, Eutelsat and its subsidiaries employ 591 commercial, technical and 
operational experts from 28 countries. 

www.eutelsat.com  
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