
 

 

 

 
 
Press release 

 
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN RHODIA  

AND THE UNIVERSITY OF BORDEAUX FOR THE  
DEVELOPMENT OF PLANT-BASED CHEMISTRY 

 

Paris, June 14, 2010 ----- Rhodia today announced a partnership with the new 
University of Bordeaux Foundation to support the Chair of "Pine Chemistry and 
Natural Resources" with the aim of expanding the role of plant-based raw materials 
in the chemical industry. 

France provides particularly favorable climate conditions for the pine tree, making it 
a valuable renewable resource available in large quantities. Rhodia uses pine to 
produce surfactants as well as products used in the manufacture of paints and 
varnishes. Ten percent of Rhodia's raw materials are already plant-based. 
 
"This partnership with the University of Bordeaux Foundation is a further example 
of Rhodia's firm commitment to responsible and sustainable chemistry,” said Paul-
Joël Derian, R&D Director at Rhodia. 

Rhodia, which is present in the region through its "Laboratory of the Future", a joint 
Rhodia-CNRS-University of Bordeaux research center, will be collaborating with the 
University of Bordeaux’s laboratories of excellence to develop notable innovations 
that can create value in its markets and manufacturing processes. 

 
Rhodia is an international chemical company resolutely committed to sustainable 
development. As a leader in its businesses, the Group aims to improve its customers’ 
performance through the pursuit of operational excellence and its ability to innovate. 
Structured around six Enterprises, Rhodia is the partner of major players in the 
automotive, electronics, flavors and fragrances, health, personal and home care 
markets, consumer goods and industrial markets. The Group employs around 13,600 
people worldwide and generated sales of €4.03 billion in 2009. Rhodia is listed on 
Euronext Paris. 

 
 

For more information, please visit our website www.rhodia.com 
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