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PRESS RELEASE 
 

SES SHAREHOLDERS APPROVE CANCELLATION OF SHARES AND 
AUTHORISE NEW SHARE BUYBACK PROGRAMME.  

 
Betzdorf, Luxembourg - 26 June 2008 - SES S.A. (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock 
Exchange: SESG), today announced that its shareholders approved the cancellation of 
33,895,710 of the company’s shares at an extraordinary general meeting (EGM) held today 
in Luxembourg. 
 
The cancelled shares consisted of 22,597,140 A-shares and 11,298,570 B-shares. This 
completed the two share buy-back and cancellation programmes authorised by shareholders 
at the EGM of 14 December 2006 and the annual general meeting (AGM) of 3 April 2008. 

Within these share buyback programmes, the company acquired the 33,895,710 of its own 
shares for EUR 433,687,363.54.  

Following the share buyback programmes, the number of issued A-shares is 332,985,130 
and the number of issued B-shares is 166,492,565*. 

In terms of economic shares, the cancellation represents 27,116,568 shares, (or 6.3 percent 
of the existing economic shares) bringing the new number of economic shares to 
399,582,156. 

Shareholders of SES also authorised a new share buy-back programme up to the legal 
maximum of 10% of the issued share capital. The resolution allows the programme to run 
until December 2009. The company will implement the share buy-back programme within a 
price range of EUR 12.00 to EUR 22.00 per FDR or A-share, in compliance with the 
conditions set forth in the General Regulations (Règlement Général) of the French financial 
market authority (Autorité des Marchés Financiers). 

Commented René Steichen, Chairman of the Board of Directors: “SES has now bought back 
and cancelled 32% of its issued shares since the share buyback programmes started in 
2005, thereby creating considerable added value for its shareholders. While maintaining our 
focus on investing in future growth, this new share buyback programme will enable us to 
continue our policy of returning value to shareholders through share buybacks and our 
longstanding progressive dividend policy.” 

* B-shares have 40% of the economic rights of an A-share 
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About SES      

SES (Euronext Paris, Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) wholly owns three market-
leading satellite operators, SES ASTRA in Europe, SES AMERICOM in North America and 
SES NEW SKIES, which provides global coverage and connectivity. The Company also 
holds 90% of SES SIRIUS in Europe as well as strategic participations in Ciel in Canada and 
Quetzsat in Mexico. SES provides outstanding satellite communications solutions via a fleet 
of 38 satellites in 25 orbital positions around the globe. Additional information on SES is 
available at: www.ses.com 

 


