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SES ASTRA AWARDED SECOND CONTRACT FOR EGNOS 
Europe’s leading satellite operator will provide hosted payload services for European 

Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service  
Luxembourg / Brussels, 12 January 2010 – SES ASTRA, an SES company (Euronext Paris 
and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), announced today that it has been awarded a 
second contract by the European Commission (EC) to provide hosted payload services for 
EGNOS, the European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service. The contract was 
awarded following a tender by the European Commission. EGNOS is Europe's first 
contribution to satellite navigation and a precursor of Galileo, the global satellite navigation 
system that the European Union (EU) is developing. The programme is managed by the EC 
on behalf of the European Union.  

The new payload will operate in L-band and be located onboard SES ASTRA’s new ASTRA 
5B satellite that was recently ordered from EADS ASTRIUM. The satellite is scheduled for 
launch in the second quarter of 2013 and will be positioned at SES ASTRA’s 31.5 degrees 
East orbital position. In addition to the payload, SES ASTRA will also provide the related 
ground infrastructure needed to operate the awarded payload.    

EGNOS is a satellite-based augmentation system (SBAS) that is intended to supplement the 
GPS, GLONASS and Galileo systems by reporting on the reliability and accuracy of satellite 
navigation signals over Europe. The entire system consists of a network of ground stations 
and control centres that will relay EGNOS information to users via geostationary 
transponders. While EGNOS covers the European states area, the hosting satellite has the 
built-in capability to extend coverage to other regions, including Africa and neighbouring 
countries of the EU. 

The award to provide hosted payload services onboard ASTRA 5B follows a first agreement 
with the European Commission for EGNOS hosted payload services onboard SES ASTRA’s 
SIRIUS 5 satellite. The contract for hosted payload services onboard SIRIUS 5 was awarded 
to SES ASTRA following a tender that took place in 2008. SIRIUS 5, currently under 
construction by Space Systems/Loral and scheduled for launch in the second half of 2011, 
will be positioned at the 5 degrees East orbital position. In addition to EGNOS, SES ASTRA 
is already providing infrastructure services to Galileo. 

Ferdinand Kayser, President and CEO of SES ASTRA, said: “We are very pleased that the 
European Commission has again chosen us to provide services for the EGNOS system. The 
fact that SES ASTRA is now providing two hosted payloads for EGNOS is a great 
endorsement of our excellence and expertise in the field of satellite programmes and related 
operations. It proves that our strategy to diversify our business and to provide global 
telecommunications services for governments and supra-national institutions, as well as 
multinational organisations, is bearing fruit. We are convinced that our skills and expertise as 
well as our fleet assets greatly benefit our institutional and governmental customers, and 
make us an ideal partner to provide additional hosted payloads and full satellite programmes 
in the future.” 
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About SES ASTRA        www.ses-astra.com 

SES ASTRA is the leading Direct-to-Home (DTH) satellite system in Europe. The satellite fleet currently 
comprises 13 ASTRA and two SIRIUS satellites. The combined satellite system delivers services to more than 
122 million DTH and cable households and transmits more than 2,500 analogue and digital television and radio 
channels. SES ASTRA also provides satellite-based multimedia, internet and telecommunication services to 
enterprises, governments and their agencies. With more than 100 High Definition (HD) channels on its main 
orbital positions, ASTRA and SIRIUS represent the most important HDTV platform for Europe's leading 
broadcasters. The prime orbital positions for ASTRA and SIRIUS are 19.2° East, 28.2° East, 23.5° East, 5° East 
and 31.5° East. 

SES ASTRA is an SES company (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG). SES wholly owns 
SES ASTRA and SES WORLD SKIES, 90% of SES SIRIUS in Europe, and participations in Ciel in Canada and 
QuetzSat in Mexico. SES provides outstanding satellite communications solutions via a global fleet of 41 
satellites in 26 orbital locations. For further information: www.ses.com. 

 

 
 


