
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
  

 
SES ASTRA SIGNS CAPACITY AGREEMENT WITH RAI 

Italian public broadcaster to distribute Yes Italia via 19.2 degrees East 
Luxembourg, 26 January 2010 - SES ASTRA, an SES company (Euronext Paris and 
Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), announced today that it has signed a capacity 
agreement with Rai. The Italian public broadcaster will use capacity on SES ASTRA’s 19.2 
degrees East orbital position to broadcast its new international channel Yes Italia to a 
European audience. The agreement follows successful test broadcasts in 2009 and also 
includes the delivery of uplink services from SES ASTRA’s broadcasting centre in 
Unterföhring near Munich.  

Yes Italia is Rai’s new theme-based channel designed to promote Italy’s historical, artistic 
and cultural heritage to an audience across Europe. The channel is managed by Rai’s 
subsidiary NewCo Rai and is broadcast in Italian with English and Spanish subtitles on a 
24/7 basis. By broadcasting Yes Italia via SES ASTRA’s prime orbital position 19.2 degrees 
East, Rai will be able to reach a maximum of Direct-to-home and Direct-to-cable households 
in Europe. 

Alexander Oudendijk, Chief Commercial Officer of SES ASTRA, said: “We are very pleased 
to have signed this agreement with Rai, which marks an important milestone in our strategy 
to position ourselves as a partner for Italian broadcasters. Following our recent agreement 
with Milano Teleport, this is now the second commercial agreement we have signed in the 
Italian market within a relatively short period of time. We are very confident that this positive 
development will continue, and we look forward to signing additional agreements soon.”  

The agreement with Rai to broadcast Yes Italia via SES ASTRA’s 19.2 degrees East orbital 
position is part of a larger strategic partnership which was founded to jointly test and develop 
innovative broadcasting services and interactive applications. In the framework of this 
agreement, SES ASTRA has already launched an ASTRA HD demo channel in cooperation 
with Rai on its 23.5 degrees East orbital position. Other cooperation agreements in the 
Italian market were signed with the housing industry association Anaci and the installer 
training school Eurosatellite.  

Transmission details: 
Satellite: ASTRA 1H  
Orbital position: 19.2 degrees East 
Polarisation: V 
Transponder: 1.092 
Frequency: 12.246 MHz 

For more information please contact:  

Markus Payer 
SES ASTRA 
+ 352 710 725 500 
markus.payer@ses-astra.com 
 
About SES ASTRA        www.ses-astra.com 

SES ASTRA is the leading Direct-to-Home (DTH) satellite system in Europe. The satellite fleet currently 
comprises 13 ASTRA and two SIRIUS satellites. The combined satellite system delivers services to more than 
122 million DTH and cable households and transmits more than 2,500 analogue and digital television and radio 
channels. SES ASTRA also provides satellite-based multimedia, internet and telecommunication services to 
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enterprises, governments and their agencies. With more than 100 High Definition (HD) channels on its main 
orbital positions, ASTRA and SIRIUS represent the most important HDTV platform for Europe's leading 
broadcasters. The prime orbital positions for ASTRA and SIRIUS are 19.2° East, 28.2° East, 23.5° East, 5° East 
and 31.5° East. 

SES ASTRA is an SES company (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG). SES wholly owns 
SES ASTRA and SES WORLD SKIES, 90% of SES SIRIUS in Europe, and participations in Ciel in Canada and 
QuetzSat in Mexico. SES provides outstanding satellite communications solutions via a global fleet of 41 
satellites in 26 orbital locations. For further information: www.ses.com. 


